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PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION. 

'T'TIIS edition is a reprint of the previous one. Opportunity baa 
-I- also iieen taken of correcting a few errore and bringing tbe 
expenditure on tbe conservation of tbe Fort Palaces up-to-date. 

My assistant Mauivi Ashraf Husain, B.A., baa been of con¬ 
siderable help in checking the references. 


/SSfl, 


B. L. DHAMA, 

^MAammadoA Briittk 

y-cirtJUni Cinfe^ Apm. 
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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 

I ITTLE has to be added to the first edit Lon compiled by the late 
'I—* Mr. Sander^iOii in 1914» A few details of subsequent 
expenditure on the conservatiou of the fort palaces have been given 
in the summary of archaeological work carried out appearing at 
the end of the book ; but the bulk of tliiH work was done between 
the years 1003-12, A few typographical errors have been correct¬ 
ed* and the transliteration of Persian names into English characters 
has been made to conform with the system now generally adopted 
on the recommendations of the International Oriental Congress 
of 1894* 





J. A. PAGE, A.R.T.B-A., 

J^fupmntfmdrnt^ 
SoriAtTR Cirdli^ 
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INTRODUCTION 


j ’Jtl'j follovring Qotps are an attempt to (Ombine all tkat is 
of chief iaterest in the numerous works, a list of which 
will !« fonud oTOrlcaf, that refer to the Palace of Shahjahin at 
Delhi, in the hope that they may lend an added interest to a visit 
to the Fort* The iaformation from Indian historians has hcca 
collected by the late Mauivi Shuaib, fonnerly a member of my 
staff. It has Ijeen somewhat difficult to keep the notes witliin 
the scope of whjit is funeral ly known as a ** giude '* and the writer 
hopes that the te-Kt will not be found to be overloaded with quota¬ 
tions. Some of these are, however, of considerable interest and 
loc*il colour, and throw much additional hght on the history of 
the buildings and their former functions. The plan is taken from 
the reproduction of the old plan of the Fort illustrated in Fergus- 
Bon’s Hiitfirf) o( Eauterti awl hxdian ATchifeavrt, It contains 
several rather prominent inacciiiracies but gives, the whole, 
a fairly good idea of the former arrangement of the interior of the 
Palace. The measurements on the plan have been added by the 
writer for purpose of reference. It is suggested that the " birds- 
eye ” sketch, which is an attempt at the conjectural restoration 
of the Palace hulldings us they stood in the days of the ** Ureat 
Mogul,” be studied with the plan. The translations of the in¬ 
scriptions on the IffiwSbgilh and Muthumraan Burj have been 
given by Mauivi Zafar Hasan, Assistant Superintendent, Northern 
Circle. 

GORDON SANDERSON, 

A fHl j/iiAnmliiffliaii an^ UrUUk 

iVortAfni Gindt. 


CENTRAL ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
LIBRARY, NEW DELHI. 
Aov. ... 
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DELHI FORT. 


A Guide to the Historifal Buildings and Gardens. 

A FPER a. reif?n of dev«v yeans at Agra, Shfihjrtliiin resolved 
to reit^ovc his capitul tu l^Jiiii Hjs reason for trajisfer" 
ring the capital to Delhi from Agra, waa* * tiB Bernier obecrves “ the 
excessive heat to which that city (Agra) ia exposed during the 
Buiumer. Thia rendered it, says he, iinJit for the residence 
of a monarch." Manucci in his Storia do Mogor (Vol. 1, p. 183) 
supports the view; but it ia also urged that ShahjaLsn ^id so 
because of the “ broken ravines and numerous inegualities thnriugh- 
out the latter ciiy, want of space in the Fort, iiflirovtiiesa of tlie 
streets, and the inconvenience caused to the mhahitants by the 
large crowtis of troops and elephants, and the retmues of the Em¬ 
peror and liis Uniarils.” After paying several vlsite to Delhi, a 
site was chosen with the help of astroIogffrB and itakims on the main 
land, just south of Salimgarb, which had been founded in 134d 
by Salim ^fih, as a defence against the approach of Humayfm. 
According to the contemporary historians, the foundation of the 
citadel waa laid on the 12th Dliilhiijah 104S A. H. (1638 A. iX) 
and this date is corroborated by the inBcriptioiis on the Khwabgah. 

Nawaz Hifin gives J>th Sluharram Hi40' and ^y}dcl Ahmad 
1^5n, the author of Atkdtu~i.~Sa»Qdfd, states that among sonie 
old papers a horoscope of the Fort fell into his hands, and that in 
it the date of the foundation was recorded as Friday night, the 
Uth Muharram of the year 1040 A. IT, (I2th .May, 1639 A. D?). The 
Fort, according to ^ah Nawilz HiSn, author of the MaHthira-1- 
Umara, was constructed in 0 years, 3 months and a few days and 
completed in the 20th year of the Emperor’s reign while he was at 
Kabd. 

Makramat IQian, then the “ Superintendent of Works.” asked 
the Emperor to come and see it, and " on the 24tli IJabi* H of 1058 
A. H. (16-48 A. D.)’’ Shahjahfin entered the Fort "through the 
gate facing the river ’’ and held his first court in the OTwan-i-'Amm. 
I’he Empieror arrived at the Fort w'ith a gorgeous retinue, Prince 
Dnril ^ikoh scattering gold and Eilver over his father’s head till 
he reached the gates.* The Palace buildings had already been 
decorated, and the cqurtyanda covered with gorgeous carpets and 


1 FcinciiLEi Text^ VoIp lllr p, -MW. 

* A LldiJfil cj ifnhunniiidtMl Kinm?! of liKltn whiMi -entcHiiK I be .rntiJltl- 

n4rm a ^utn^irhBt nfmiEiir in bbt 

trAnnlalicifl by KcgiiM Mivd BgiFprid|ftT p. 
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iiangings, while "‘deep r^d KiuJtmir shawls covered each seat, ^ 
“ '['he hiiil(lin«s Iwcanie the en\7 of the art jialleriea of CUuna. 
The roofs, wally,. ami eidonntideH of the Diwiin-i-Aioui 

weie hiinj; with velvet, ami silk from (.‘hiTin and whi.e a 

j^rgeous t'linopy Hpc^i'iAliy pJ’i^pftTrp<l for 

occB^iun in thp rovu) factor)' iit AliJiiadribfi.d^ iiiul 
gaz by 45 lind tojitiiig a Im of was raised hy ‘‘ 3,000 

active farrS^i* *A. ” 

The canopy wfift supported! by ailveir coinnins and siirr€iiindcd 
bv vk s i lver niilingi Tlie ball of the 1 Is wanA tom was cacRM^-< 
on till IS occasion l\y a golden railings wlnle the throne was pro- 
vidofl with a Kpeeial canopy, fringtMl with [rfiirUt and supporter 
by golden [dliars, wreathed with bands ol stnddcfl geDis+ ^ 
Etup*rar still hirther Bignnlised the occasion by the distnbutKm 
of lavish giftj^. TIio Begani fjsihiba recclvr^l a he of ruMCs, 
Prince Dfuri, a speriat rol>c of honour, jewelled weapons, and an 
increase from the rank of ten tii twenty thonsaml horse, a capan- 
aoned eleplfcont, an<i two laci? <if rupees. Tlie IViuces SulainuiR 
^ifeoh and Sipihr Sbikoh received, respectively, ibily allowances 
of lls, nm and \U m\ in atldition to ibeir original pay - the 
Prime Minister, Shuhillah Kfmn, n rulic of licmour ami a vadr^^ 
wdth tbe rank of 7JKiO hnrsCp IJaja Uitthol ^ robe and the 
rank of 5,0(K> loot and 4,000 borse. 

Makraniat under w^hose Hiipcrvision the Fort, and ita 

buildings were conipleted^ reccdvcnl the rant of Panj 

Tlie above is an ahstriiet of Ihdiammad Hillih & aceoimt of 
the mangii ration ceremony, and tiie Palace is said to have hcen 
somewhat similarly decorated on the mTasion of AunmgKeh s 
accession. 

The Fort is an irrcgidar octagon in plan with its two long sides 
on the cost and west and the six suiailer ones on the north and 
south. It measures" jibout one iidle and a half in circnniferencc, 
the total length being sfunc Udlfio feet and the breadth U800 fert j 
f)n the river front the walls are MO feet in height, while on tbe land 
side they rise to 110 fcct^ of whieb 70 feet are above the level cd 
the gfoilnd and tbe ditch. The latter is 75 feet wide and 30 O 
in deptfu Faced nilh IicviTi stone and filled with water, it was, 
writes Bernier, formerly stocked i^dtli fish^ and he sa)"^ that m 
hi.H opinion, a batterv of inoderate farce would soim level the 
waifs with the gmumL^* ** Adjoining the ditch are h\rge gardens, 
full of fbpvvers aiiri gn?cn sbruba al nil times. >vldrb cf^drestetl with 


» ( llinm* Tiirki'Htnn. 

* A ipwctltfi dflggr-r. 
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iha jjiupendwua walls, produce u beautiful effeet/' These fi;iirc.1ens 
were s^tili tu be in a negleetetJ 8tat^? Ijefure the ilutiny. Kext 
tu tJiciii wiLS II l>i^^ square where the royaJ were exercisyed 

and braudedj and it wus here that the teats of those liajas were 
pitehed who moan ted gUJird in their weekly turn but would olijec^t 
t-o triLBt themaelvos wlthiu the waUs oi the Fort* * “ The Kiljas,** 
writes Bernier* never mount within a fortrt*sSj but invariably 
without the walls, under their own tents* not enduring the idea 
of being cotifinetl during four-and-tw^enty hours*^ and always re¬ 
fusing to enter any fortress unless well attended* and by men 
determined to saurilice tlieir Jives for their leaders/* Heam (seven 
eitJe^ of Delhi) says tJiat. to the south of this square a large tenlc of 
red sandstofie, 500'x 150'* eoniietted with the eanal in th^ Iphandm 
(liauk and named after Lrnrd hjllenhorough* was built about 1^46, 
Tlie of the tank were subsequently used by the nmtiueei® 

^ their uavalry eanixJ in 

TJie low ground tu the east lie tween the Fort and the river 
waa used^ Bernier udda;^ for elephant hglits and ** tliere the eorjja 
l>elongjng to the or IoriiK+ and tliuso of tJie UAjiis or gent le 

prhioes, pass in review before tlie iSiivereign wdio witnesses the 
spectac le fnim the window of the pahice and he hintself was oiu-e 
in danger, ou this tow groumli from an attacii; Jjy an infuriated 
elephant. ASanucci (jfcfforia do Moyi/r), writing in much the same 
strain, says that beneath the royal balconies there is^^ night and 
day, a mad elepliant kept, for ostentation.** 

Other names associated with the huitclmg of the Frsrt Iwsides 
that of Makraimit Khan, already nientionixl. arc ^airnt tClmn. 
Covemor of Delhi*^ |^an* afterwards tkivernor of Sindh, 

^\li Viirdi Khan aLsu appointed eventually to a tfovemorship, and 
two “ master builders/^ if one may nse the term, Hrimid^ and 
Ahmad. The Fniperor is also said to have made c.^ertain inodi- 
tications in the designs from time te time. Hayyid Ahmad ^5n, 
ntj doubt owing to the uresemse of the portrait of OqjheUH iu Llic 
* pietra dura' w-ork in the Dlw5n-i-'Aiiim* has iissuim^ that is^ine 
Italian architect wiis also employed, but it W'uuld t^eern prul>able 
that the W'cre £e.sponaibIe for tliis tiartirulur branch of 

decoration only, the general arrangement and main details of the 
buildings being essentially eastern- The Fort is said to have coat 
10l> bics of rupees of which half was spent on the walls and half on 
the builtiuiga within. 


* Mttrvrikrdis appiqiuit^id u CjuVl^huii- ti bt dird in ItMO A_ 1>. (UlQO 

A. H.J. 


* HLi id dtiU aciUktticmuEliJcd by Iba Kei^hA L%ia H.iinid^ imir tha Jami' 
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Another historian j BakhtSwar j^un, writ in;! in the reign of 
Auratigzeh, also gives the cost of the various IniilUinga as follows 


Fori Akid building wilhin U . ^ ^ . dli 

tloyoi lujkfinioqnd . * * . . . . ^ 

BbAh iiii;iludirt>g tfUvfr ^llii»^ md . bl 

Imti^x (R&ng 3iliil,iai) with bed^houllicr nml BurroliiKlLi^ ^ Ip| 

Daulat Kha Amin ^ ^ 

Balshdl ^*rclrn with tho 

Thft [hala£»^ tb? B^gam {]4l?iba^^ and otlur royjil lulk'B . . 7 

Boi&rst aail vquMu i<ss tlku Imperial workiiliDpe i + . . 4 

Tba Fort walb uid mufti 21 

Workmen's wages amount^xi to ten Trillion rupoos. 


Red sandstone and marble for tbe construction were provided 
by the governors and iUps of the localities w here t hese materia 1 
were obtainable^ and the former material was also brought down 
in large quantities from Fat^ipiir SikrTj by boat. 

The Fort is known by many names. In the reigns of Shah- 
jahan and Aurang^b it was styl^ Qata-i-M ubarak^ (the Fortunate 
Citadel), or Qala-^'-r^uhjahdHdbdd^ and it is under this fatter title 
that we find references to it in the historical wT^rks of the period. 
In the reign of Bahadur Shah 11, the last titular Emperor of Delhi, 
it was known as Qal'a-i-Alt/ alia (the Exalted Fort), This name 
occurs in the worlra of the Urdu poets of the time an<l ncrounta' 
for the language of the Court being styled Urdu-i-Ali/aUa, 

It ia recorded that in 1132 A. H. (1710 A. D,) much damage 
was done to the Fort and citj'^ by an earthi^uake lasting a month 
and two days.® The buildings wore also consiilenihly damaged 
during the conflicts betAveen the Marat has and Ahmad tbir- 
itLnT in 1173 A. H. (I75ifli A. D.). A^ad BiIg^am^;^ a ciinteUiiiorary 
Writer, state'} that Ibrahim Khali Kardl, wdioui Badu had brought 
in his company from the Decciin, had Eiirupeaii artillery with him. 
Ho fired at the Port with three guns from the Relt siile (lit. sandy 
pJac^othe sandy foreshore betAVecn the Vort and river ia rtderred 
to) which lies below the Fort on the oast, and discharged eaimon 
balls like rain on tho Asad Biirj, Mu^ammiin Burj and other royal 
buildings, Avhich resulted in great damage to the Dlwan-i-^eb^^p 
Rang Mulml, Moti Mahal and Shah Burj; but the Fort^ on atTouiii 
of its great strength, remained undamaged^'' 

It is a great pitv that the lesser buildings and courts were re¬ 
moved after the ^^utl 1 ly : for, without the courts urul corridors 


> Tii(^ UUe of tlri^iAMiip vkU»t liEU^hk-r at ^uiihjaliiiEL 

* rdrf Jf a aujori. 
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coanecting tbo builditias that afo loft to-day, the latter lose much 
of their meaning and beauty. The hurem courts and gardens to 
the west of tiie Riing AhdiaJ, Mum to/, Ma^al, and the Khurd Jahuu 
have ali disappeared, together vinth a building known as the “Silver 
Palace ” which atuod some little distance to the west of tlie latter* 
Tlio royal store-roums, kitchens, and the Hegalia chambers, which 
lay to the north of the court of the DiiiVilii-i-^Anini hiiip'O, together 
will) the Mahtab liugli lUid tlie wertlern half of the Uayat Ibikb^ 
garden, given place to Military barracks and the parade ground. 
North again of the flayat Ba kfasli garden, and between it and the 
north outer w'idl id the Fort, [ay the houses, hare is is, and gardens 
of the Royal Princea, These have also dhuippeared. In the ex¬ 
treme north-west comer of the enclosure were the royal stables 
and stores, while the areas between the arcaded street, running 
due north from the Delhi gate to the north end of the Mahtftb 
Ragh, and the west outer wall, were occupied by the houses of 
the enormous retinue Attached to the Court, 

The best known of these is the bAHonH Gatk, situated m the 
centre of the w'est wall, and at the end of the principal^ thorough¬ 
fare of Dellii, the (!handni ^auk. The gate is of imposing design 
and Contains three storeyed rooms. The entrance arch, 4t feet in 
height by 24 feet, is iianked by half octagon towera crowned by 
open octagonal pavilions, while hetweeii the latter is a Kerecn of 
dwarf, coupled dhhatris, crowned by Bcven ininiature domes of 
white iuuri>lc, and temiiinvtcd by tapering minarets, ti>ppcd by 
lanterns. Above the entnun c arch is a verandah crowncfl by a 
l>ut the arcade below it is now cl used owing to the upper 
rooms of the gate having Ijcen adapted lor luaj as oftveer’s tjuartcra. 
The ‘ dame shaped ' battlements, wtiicli continue round the wliolc 
extent of the wall, are eepecially imposing. 

The gate is additionally protected by a burliican, the work of 
Aurangiicb (Iila8-1707 A, D.). The walls of the latter ate 40' 0' 
in height, the eomeia of the wcsteni wall being emphasised by 
pavilitTns. The entrance gate of the inirbicun is on the north side 
and measures 40' 0' height by 24 feet in width, being aumioimted 
by an eiuliattlcd parapet. Hanked by slctuler niiuareta. It is said 
that ^alijaliriu, while in prisun at Aym, wrote to his son AiiriUigzeb 
regarding these biirbicami, saying "you have made the Fort a 
Itruie, and set a veil before her face.*’ The original wondm druw- 
brid-^e of the barbiciiii has gone, being i-ejdaccd tiy l^^^dHes Iniilt 
by Akbar H {.Mui^ial Em|>cror, lmM;-i837). The iiiseMption on 
the arch of the Ijridge states that tliew^ liridgcs (the secmid being 


1 The Kluping ilftb oomi« wen alt OcOfly fVet}' Imllon hili'diirjtt- 











nELUl FORT 5 A GUIDE TO THE 


at tlie Delbi gate)* were biiiJfc in Jibi reign under the super intend- 
enee of Dil?lwaniH[l-Dauluh, ilybert Macphcrsorij Bahadur, filler 
Jang/* 

The D^lui (Sate lies in the stuitliern wall of the I'ort and is 
BO called as it faces the sites of the older uities. It is sinvilar hi 
design to the gate previously deacriljed, but it^ rendered tnorc 
interesting by ftte presence of two stone elephants, BtAininig at 
eitlier aide of the entrance iitch* There are many theories put 
forwani as to the histor)' of tlie original elephants and their ridersj 
and those that derive them originaily from iiwalior and A^rra Jort 
have been proved to be witliout found at imi^ One of these theories 
is that their riders were the celebrated Rajphf heroes Jairnal and 
Patfa, but it seems mure probable that- the figures were only those 
nf nuihdioatii^ and that the animalB were urdinary lighting elephants. 
The strict tcligious views of Aurang^Ad^ would not tolerate the 
presence of the statuea* anil he ordereii their demolition. Nothing 
more w^is Iieard of them till \Hm, when, during the deinolitlon 
of certain of the old bnildingR for militiiry purposes, atime IL>d 
fmgnieiits of the original statues were found buried in the I'ort- 
Three yearn later, an elephant reconstructed tixim these Frag- 
ments and set up in the Queeu a gardonaA In IS92 the Btatne 
was renioved to a site in the l^hrinduj Chaiik and ten years luter to 
another position in front of the Institute* 

In inoa, at the instance of Lord Ourjson, the present statues 
were erected, but the original fragments (now pkcefl In the Mnaemn) 
could not be re-used owing to the nintilution they had undergone. 
The work was entrusted to Mr, R, W* Mackenzie, an artist with 
experienee of Indian Art, and the work was carried out from his 
models by Indian ivurktnen* It Is inconceivable how any doubt 
could ever have existed as to the original position of the statues, 
Bernier clearly places them at the Delhi gate, and his statement 
IK backed no bv that of de Thevenot, wdio saw them a few years 



JfArtru-i-SfmiTJidj the later edition of w^hich, published long after 
the author^s death, places them at the Naiibat j^jilna. In the first 
edition they are placed before the Delhi gate- Carr Stephen 
(dfdiiE^log/ of JMhi^ p* 221-3) places them before the Naubat 
Khiina and Keene {(JuidE to p. IS) before the Delhi gate, the 

former authority being of the opinion that Beruier^B descriptions 
of the gates are so faulty that they are correct with respect to 
neither* Bernier* however, after describing the statues, clearly 
states that “ after pasRuig through the gate at wbicli they stand 


^ HaiJwfty Sinticim 
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there is a long and spadous street pro’^ded with a central canal/^ 
which iB referred to by Mi de Thevenot* The only street of 
f his hmd in the Fort- as is provetl by tlie old plans, waa that nm- 
ning due north and aouth from the square in front of the Naubat 
Khilna, Bernier's description of the liahom gate is rendered mort 
explicit by hia reference to the “ roofed atreet (the 0_^aukf 

sea page 7)^ leading therefrom and bordered on either side by 
shops/^ It may bo added that excavation* in connection with 
the erection of the preaent statues^ disclosed further overwhelm- 
ing eYidence m the nature of the original foundatioiiR. 

The Delhi gate is protet^ted by a barbican, similar to that in 
front of the Lahore gate, the hridgg being also erected in the retgn 
of Akhar II, by Robert Maepherson*^ 

There am three other gates to the Fort besides those two already 
mentioned. One lands into Rnlimgarh, and through it the King- 
hlmperf^r passed at the State Entry of the Coronation DarbUr, 
ffiTl, Scar it was formoriy an old bridge built by Jahilngir >it 
1031 A. H. (1B21 A- DA, but this was removed to make way for 
the present railway bridge. Tie old bridge had five arches and 
was built of nibble, springing flush from the face of the abut¬ 
ments. It waa atireiigthened by a series of arched ribs, spring¬ 
ing from corbels projecting from the faces of the abutments, 
and giving it an appearance of lightness with great strength. The 
insiTiption from this bridge is now in tlie Museum. The present 
bridge, like the gate* is modeni. There is also a postern or 
gate het^veen the bridge and the Shsh Btiij bastion, 

'hLhhn^ or Water lies under the Muthamrmin Bnii, and it 

was this gate which f^ptain Douglas desired might be thrown 
open, on the morning of the nth May 18.57* so that he might go 
down and reason with the mutineerSt who had assembled on the 
low ground near the river. 

Some few yards south of the Rang Mahal is a wicket in the 
base of the walk ^^losed up* as it wDidd seem from the character 
of the masonry* by the Mugfeak themselves. An attempt wm 
made to excavate tie ground at the back, but nothmg found* 
eave what appeared to be a large underground drain. The stery 
that it waa known as the “ King’a gate/ which waa only nsra to 
Uke the dead body of the King oat of the palace for ImnaL w an 
attractive one* but lacks confirmation- The Water gate out¬ 
side the Asad Buri is of an extremely interesting and characteristic 


1 Son of Anrln^w JrtMptei^nn, bcm m 1774 in tte ThSogupu^* . 

N. BL rnOwi HonMnibl« E-ist Tndi* Ccmp^yi wn.™ ly ITW h^mn^ 
mh Apnl 17&7* C*pt*iii. 27th Fctmiirj- tm. Major. 22mi Jijuifiry 181-* ^ died 
at BuUkip Juiiu^ Gth, ^ 
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defligix, but owing to its poaition is but si^ldoiii visiti?d. Tlw 
giiteway is reachod by a long Higbi of steps »iTi(l iiroteuiotl b) a 
barbican/* with an outer gate facing the river* 

Thr (ijaiLiTTA UflAUK ia the rrjofefJ street referred to by 
which lende from the Lahore gate to a point weet of the Sauhat 
Efliilna and is de(M;ribed hy FerOTSStin “ as the tiolileat ent-runw 
known to any existing palace,’^ It measures some 26(1 feet in 
length and 27 feet m width, with a central octagonal court o^n 
to the akT- On both sides o! the roadway there are 32 
cdls, at first floor and ground floor levels MiihamiKaii ^*“^1 
Shahjahan B Court Chronicler, refers to this arcade as the JffjMr- 
i-M^ffoo^f (covprerl Mtar). The central portion, open to the skv, 
was stytefl the O^hnittt (Vaulted Arcade), the historian ® ^ * 

ing. “ that a Imilding like this vaulted mark^ had never been 
seen before by the pofiple of Tndia/* and that it owed its concep 
tion to the l-iinperor. “ who takes mtieh interest in the cons^c- 
tion of hiiihUngs/' Bishop Hebcr in describing his visit to Akbar 
n refers thus to the Q/thnm " We were received witli 

presented arms by the troops of the palace, drawn up withm the 
barbican, and proceeded, atill on our elephante, through the noblest' 
gatewav and vestthnlp 1 ever saw. It consistB, not merely of a 
splenditJ Gothic fir<«h in the t«ntre of the great gate-tower-hut, 
after that, of :t king vaulted aisle, like that of a Gothic cathedral, 
with a snia.ll, open, octagonal court Ln the centre, all of gnimte, 
and all finely carved with inscriptions from the Qnr'in, and tnth 
flowers. Thin ended in a ruinous and exceedingly dirty stable- 
van.!/' The east end of this arcade opened on to a courtyam, 
some 300' 0' square, and surrounded by colonnades, used by the 
Umariis of the Eraperoris guard. At the south-w'cirt. corner of 
this square stood certain public buiJdiuga where the Emperors 
jVofffr (Superintendent of the householdl contracted busme^. In 
its «ntre was a tank- fed by the canals which ran north and south 
towards the .^lahtBb and Hayht Bakhijh gardens and UelM gate, 
respectively. On either side of the canals were the arcafled streets 
which have already been referred to on page 6, Bernier de^w^ 
these iitreeta aa being raised about 4A feet from the ground and being 
about 4 feet wide, in front of a row of arched rooms—cloned ar- 
cjvdt'fl—running the entire length of the street. It was here that 
the lesser official” used to transact btisineas and the ^^mfsabadr!f or 
inferior Ptiwnfj* were wont to mount guard during the night. Gnw 
rt week, in regular rotation, the guard duty was performed by 


* Thr maMJiry U briglc^ flitenuJIy plwtmd. 

Tbit t 4 Uih WM fiUFfi *ff^r tiw MntSuy, but it wu tbert UiHl 4D nwa, woii«.ii 

ini!l were miuu^rod hj tbe Mutinwni on Kiy IB. 
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tlietti aiiclj whik'^ sin i^uard^ thoy liad thfiir uicivIb suppli<?^ by fch® 
KinjE. AcconUng Bpmif't, they huA to make in return 
times the or Htiliite of gratefnl aeknowledffnient of the 

royal ^UU hy turfiinji the fnce towardi* thr Kinp^s resjaence aiici 
fiiiinmg the hand to the heaiT and then lowering it to the ground* 

At the GJi^it Hide of the s^juare, and within a stone railingT stood 
the NAUBAT or NAQQAlligjANA (the Royal Bmm^ouM), 
The tank and sqimrep with it#i surrounding buildingB and the atone 
ratlinj(5&> have now' all diaiippeared, but it is hoped to be able* even- 
tnallVi to demarcate their former positions by iawns iind shmb- 
heries as has been done io the oase of the gardens wdihiii the pre¬ 
sent iindiiajoiogical area. 

Tliirt huiliiLfift measures some Bf>' 0' hy OS' 0' and is S0' 6^ high 
from the level of the nlinth to the top of the roof, fhe gateway 
measures 29' o' in hfiglit hv !fi' 0' in width. It must be remem- 
berefl that the preauiit plinth of this building ia m^em. the visitor 
being inte-udefl t'O enter at the lev'ei of tlie Biwun-i' Atnni court. 
The plinth is shortly be removed, so that it will be p^ible to 
enter at the original level. Buildinas formerly existed at the 
north and south ends of the Naubat Winna, but these were taten 
iiwiiy after the Mutinv. their position being now indicatwl by 
ahnibheries. “Five times a day the royal band used to play^in 
t his loftv hull; on Sundays the music was kept up the whole day 
lieiauw was a dav sucreii to the sun, and the same honour wait 
paid to the dav of the week on which the King was bora. Ber¬ 
nier. who was' at first deofenwl by the noise, and found it M- 
bcanibic, eventually grew accustomed fo the royal muaic and dis¬ 
covered " grandeur, solemnity, and even melodv in it. A Ran- 
bat Khilnais often found in royal palaces. The one at FathpOr 
Sfkri is well known, while they are often seen, and still nse^ m 
the residences of Indian chiefa. The building sen-ed as quartern 
for officers stationed in the Fort till 1907. when the modern aiWi- 
tions were removed and the building restored as far as possible 
to its former appearance. * The two small roonis m t^e b^men ^ 
on either aide of the entrance, now occupi^ by the cufitooian, 
w'ere need, till toll, as the Mnseum of Areh«ology, 

Passing through the entrance tif tlic Naubat jffihna. the visitor 
reaches the court of the DTwan-i-'Aiiim (Hall of Public Audience). 
Along this entranre none could pas? mount ed except f rjices of 

-o, .,1,1.. 

i, n. nil «l.r WMiww (i-.J I***"*** “ * ’ 

ci ^A^’i-Akbtrn, Ptmi*n TsiC, VoL I, m •* "wl I®®'’* 

*Tb. «Pl»t Mnrey M bjf lb* Indian Wm Muwain. 
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Iiighpst dignity, iiligbted here iitni walked oti foot. Even in the 
last days of a KiibsidiFed Mn^al Emporor, the entrance was jeal¬ 
ously guarded, and when Mr. Francis Hawkins, Resident at Delhi 
(a gentleman whcKie enerj^ went beyond hltt discretion), was re¬ 
moved from his appoLutuient, the mo<?t serious charge against 
him was that he had violated the sanctity' of the royal palace, 
hv riding under the gateway of tho Nauhiit Khuna. The court, 
now reached, was originally 550^ 0* ui length by 30tl' 0" in wiiitlj, 
and surrounded with arcaded apartments, wdiich, aaya Jieniier, 
“ have no buildings over them.’ Each bay ” of the arcade 
was separated by a wall, “yet in such a luanner that there is a 
smiiU door to pass from one to the other.” The rooms were deep, 
raised almost 3^ feet from the ground, and were occupied by the 
TJmar^ on duty. They were decorated on special occasions, and 
it is SSI id that the Umard^ vied with each other in the splendour 
of their adornment. Those surrounding nrcades were domoUshed 
after the Mutiny, but their former poaition has now been indicated 
by shrubberies.* Outside to the north of the courtyard stood 
the imperial Idti'ihon.- 

The great hal! of the was the centra] featme 

of the eastern side of the court, while to the north of this building 
wa* a gate leading to the forecourt in front of the Drwrtn.-i-Kha.sa. 
fa the days of the later Mughal Empire tho appearance of the 
Diwiin.i'-' Am m wa.s not improved by the addition, behind it, of 
the houses of the “ Heir apparent,” built in the bastard European 
style of architecture which was fiuthionable in India during that 
period. The building, which baa lost its ori^al covering of white 
shed plaster and gilding, stands on a plinth some 4’ 0" m height 
and measures HO' O' long by 40' 0* in breadth ; it is some 30' 0' 
high from the top of the plinth to the level of the roof parapet, 
the north-west and south-w'cst angles of which are emphasised 
by dwarf pavilions. The building is open on the north, south 
and west, the outer walls Iteing sb^ed by a deep Ghhajjit. Above 
the latter can still be seen traces of the old external decoration. 
The inside of the hsll is divided up by columns into tliree aisles, 
each of nine compartments, each compartment being formed by 
four pillars some 16'0" apart, which support engrailed arches 
ranging from the back wall to the facade of the building. The 
western facade is adorned with ten colmnns snpportiag engrailed 


Tt ^hduld bet rQmiirla?i:l thu.! Ajarabb^' op tha iMMitL ftMe of iho court in, of 
pl*oNi fufthcr noetli l h*n tbp ori^niU owing to tbe pit3A0iM% q£ llu mMtAry 

rwl oci^dff ibs fpilii]^ ta %hm Aoutb, 

> Kmdb, Omd^ io D^ikiT p. m] 









HISTORICAL BUTLOIHCS AH1> CAROENS. 


tl 


aKhes, Set ia a recess in the centre of the hack wall i» a marble 
baWanhino ” known as the N(t^itt>an-i-ZitM-flohi (the seat of 
the shaiiow of paTielled with tnarble and inlaid with precious 

sUfiies, In fmnt of this “ baldachino ” Rtands a four-legged marble 
dais,^ measuring aoine 7' O'x ft' O', said to have been need by the 
H^O’fr when presenting petitions to the Emperor seated under 
the canopy above with aome of Ida sons at his right and left and 
the eunuchs standing behind Hupping away Hies with peacrark’s 
tails. A railed space, some -tO' O' in letigtli by SO' O' in width, 
wag.^^according to Bernier rciicrvcd round the " baldachino *' for 
the “ whole body of the Otnrahs, the Rajas and the Ambassadors 
all standing, their oyea bent downward, and their hands ctotiaed.” 
1 he remainder of the hull served as another reserved space for yet 
pother rank of oiFicials, while outside the Dfwan-i-‘Anim was the 
(rutfil-Iitiri (red enclosure), reserved for minor officials, the general 
throng attending the darbar standing outside this last enclosure. 
The halt, once richly “ painted and covered with gold,” when 
Bishop Hcber saw it in 1824-1825, ” was full of lumber of all de¬ 
scriptions, broken palanquins and empty boices, and the throne 
so covered with pigeon's dung, that its ornaments w'ere scan.‘ely 
discernible,” 

The pietra dura work of the recess behind the “ baldachino ” 
is worthy of specU notice. The original work is said to have been 
executed by Austin de Bordeaux, a renegade European jeweller, 
and the dcuigus represent tioweis, fruit and birda in a most natural 
iiianner. Among the other designs the Frenchman introduced u 
picture of Orpheus playing on his lute, with a lion, a hare, and a 
leopard lying charmed at his feet. This tablet was removed after 
the capture of the Palace in 1857. and placed in the South Ken- 
.sington Museum, while eleven others of the inlaid panels were alsit 
removed. They were restored to their original position some 
years ago at the instance of f.nrfl r’urzoii. It was fortunate that 
oil I drawings of the mosiiirs existed, fioiu which it was possible 
lo resif.ire the decoration to its original form, and for this purpose 
un (talian ‘ mosaicista' was brought specialty to Iniiiti and the 
work completed in 1909. 

The following note taken from the Archan>Jogic]il Survey Annual 
for 1902-03, and written by Sir John Marshall, is of special interest 
in this connection :— 

“ The decoration is more particularly famous fur the panels 
of black marble, inlaid with a variety of coloured stones 
in designs of birds and flowers. These' panels are the 
sole examples in fndia of this particular form of tech' 
uique. The most justly famous amoug them is one 
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represeating the figure of Orpheus luider a tree 

asd fiddling to a circie of Iisteniug anliuala.^ At the 
time of the Mutiny in 1867 a good many of these panels, 
which are quite small, wore picked oat mutilated. 
Twelve of them including the repreaentatitm of Orpheus 
lift wail as four larger and eeven smaller panela, were 
appropriated by Captain (afterwarde Sir John) Jones, 
and sold by him for £600 to the British Government, 
who deposited them in the tSoiith Kensington Museum. 

“ [n 1HS2 all the inJay in the lower half of the back wall 
of the recess was reatorcfl under the supervision of 
Major li. H. Cole, the then Curator of Monuments in 
India. The work was eseouted with great cate, but 
unhappily some of the stonea eiuployM in the new 
work tuatehed badly ivitJi the originals. The tlifferencc 
between them U particularly noticeable iu the back¬ 
ground of the panels; a greyisli black Indian marble 
having been used to replace the intensely blach and 
finely grained marble, only procurable in Italy. In 
some other respects also the new work » inferior, 
designs being liarsher and the technique coarser. The 
upper portion of the w'all was not repaired by Major 
Cole, because he hoped that the panels in England 
might be recovered at sunjc future time and it appeared 
ineacusuble to resort to artificial renovation so long as 
the original were known to exist elsen'here. During 
the past year (inu2) a strong appeal for the rccovep' 
of these puneK was made by the Government of India, 
and the trustees of Victoria and Albert Museum were 
kind enough to agree to their return, 

*Mt bad been hoped that the plaques would reach India 
in time to be restored for the ceremonies of the luve^i- 
tuie of the two Imlian Orders held in. coimection with 
the Delhi Uarbar,* and the occasion W'ould indeed have 
been an appropriate one on which to emblemise, by 
the rCHtoration of the mosaics, the generous policy 
which the Government have now adouted towards 
the relics of antitiuity, as opposed to the proverbial 
vandalism of earlier days. Unfortunately the plaque 
“did not arrive till the last days of December, and their 
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reatitution had to be deferred until after the Darbar. 
They have now been replaced behind the throne; and 
many other panels, also in the upper portion of the 
walls, have been cleaned of the lac witii which they 
were covered, and their mutilated surfaces rcpolished. 
'f'here still, however, remain some of the gaps w^hen* 
piinek are partly or wholly missing, and these w^ill be 
gradually fil]^ up, m opportunity offem, in accordanci^ 
with the ancient designs* But it will take aon^e time 
iielore the precise stones used can bo identified and 
pixjcured from Europe, and it will very’probably be 
found neceesaiy to get the panels executed in Florence 
or to obtain artists from Italy to do the work in 
India. 

"'Something remains to be said concerning the date and 
style of these plaques* Tradition has it that tie tle- 
comtion of the tlmiiie svaa the workmanship of Austin 
de Bordeaux, the celebrated French artilicer, who is 
said to have been eiuployeil by tie JimpeTor Shilh 
JahiliL both on the palace at Delhi and mi the Taj at 
Agra* The figure of Orpheus, indeed, is pointed out 
' by the native guides as a portrait of Austin de Bor¬ 
deaux himself* The story seems apotryphal. Perhaps 
it waa tsiiiggested by the obviously Italian character of 
the panel designs; but it should be observeil that the 
black marble of their backgrounds and the majority of 
the inlaid stones are of (taliant and not Indian prt>- 
venance and it is not uureftsonable to suppose, there¬ 
fore, that they were not only designed but actually 
execute^l in, jin It*^lian studio and afterwards imported 
into this couQtiy; 

" The Jiral>esquejii, on the other hand, which decorate the 
jutcrapaccs between the panels, are of pure Indian 
style and Indian workmanship without a veatige of 
foreign influence. Mr. HaveP, refening to the decora¬ 
tion of the Delhi Throne, in a recent article in The 
A'u^teetiiA Cmlury aiid bus suggested that it 

JiiHbs been wrongly attributed to BhUhjahiln^s reign and 
i>iight rather to be inferred to the early part of the 
lughtcfuitb centitty. Me rightly msista on Eta inferiority 
in point of style to that of the Taj at Agm, and furtber 
argues that the naturalistic representations of birds and 
animals, had they existed in the time of Autangreb, 
would scarcely £ave t>eeii left immutilated by that 
iconoclast Eraperur. The bitter argument is not eon- 
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vinciDg, smce parallel instaccea tnay be cited of other 
figures which must often have been seen by Aurangzeb, 
yet managed to e%ape violation at bis bands. Nor 
ought mere mferiority of style to be pressed too far as 
evidence of date. The jnetm dura of ShShjahiln's reipi 
in tiio Lahore Fort is equally inferior to that of tne 
Taj, and in the case of the Delhi Throne the task of the 
art kits was a peculiarly difficult one. The basis of this 
decoration was a number of square and oblong panels 
of varying size-s and of wholly unfamiliar styles. There 
are few artists who could create an bannonioua design 
out of such material, and least of all a hlughsl artist, 
tied down by the strictest traditions of form and colour, 
both alike unsuitable to the task he had to perform. 
With such limitations it is not surprising that the 
result appears grotesque, or that the arabesques, w'hich 
serve to combine the panels iuto a general scheme of 
decoration, compare unfavourably in style with those 
of the Taj,” 

The European traveller Bernier {TraiYrls tn the Mogul JEiwpiVe. 
pp. 261'31 has left an excellent account of the ceremonials for which 
the Dlwan-i-'Amm was used. 

“ During the hour and a half, or two hours, that this cere-* 
tnony {the tUtrbdr) cotitinues, a certain number of ^e 
royal hoiacs pass before the throne, tlmt the King 
may see whetuer they are well used and in a proper 
condition. The elephants come next, theix filthy hides 
having been well washed and painted as black as ink, 
with two large ted streaks from the toP of the head 
down to the trunk, where they meet. The elephants 
are covered with embroidered cloth; a couple of silver 
bells are snspeuded to the two ends of a massive sUver 
chain placed over their hack, and' white cow tails^ 
from Great Tibet, of large value, bang from the earn 
like immense whiskers. Two eanall elephants, superbly 
caparisoned, walk close to these colossal creatnres, like 
slaves appointed to their service. As if proud of his 
gorgeous attire and of the niagnificence that surrounds 
him, every elephant moves with a solemn and dignified 
step j and when in ftrmt of the throne, the driver, who 
is .seated on hiB shoulder, pricks him with a pointed 
iron, animates him and ape^a to him, until the animal 


* Thtf tftik of Tilifrtiui ^ ittU in vuumtOi me m IcdiiL 
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bcnda on one knee, lifl« Kis trunk on higli (ind ronrs 
aloud, which the people consider iie the elcphent'a 
mode of performing the to.9/Tm or usual reTerence. 

“ Other animalfl are next introduoed; tame antolopes kept 
for the puipose of Eghting with ciich other 
or ctey oxen, that appear to me to he a specira of elk ; 
rhinoceroses j large .SewjwJr buffaloes with prodipous 
horns whioh enable them to contend {^^amst Uona and 
tigers; tame leopatils, or panthers, employed in hunt¬ 
ing antelopes; some of the fine sporting dogs from 
Usbec, of every kind, and each dog ^th a Btuall red 
oovering ; ]aBtl 3 ’ every species of the binds of prey used 
in the field apocta for catching partridges, cranes, harea, 
and even, it is said, for Imnting antelojjes, on which 
they pounce with violence, beating their beads and 
blinding them with their wings and claws.”® 

“ Beaideg this procession of animals, the cavalry of one or 
two of the Onmthn {Untarns) frequently pass in review 
liefore the King; the horsemen being better dressed 
than usual, the horses furnished with iron armour, and 
decorated with an endless variety of fantastic trap¬ 
pings. 

” The King takes pleasure also in having the bkdes of cut¬ 
lasses tried on dead sheep, brought before him without 
the entrails and neatly-boimd up. Young fJmffliAs, 
Mansebdara. and Goun^dKrdara * * or inace-beiwOT, exei^ 
rise their skill and put forth all their strength to cut 
through the four feet, which are fastened together, 
and the body of the aWp nt one blow. 

” But all these things are so many iiiterlndefi to more scrioiw 
matters. The King not only reviews his cavnl^ with 
particular attention, but there is not, smw the war 
has been ended, a single trooper or other ^Idiei whom 
he has not inspected, and made himself pcrsonallj’ 
ticqttainted with, increasing or reducing the pay of 
■ some and dismiaring others from the service. All the 


* TTw Emp™r Akh.T wu ^ I™kI of tW* ^ 'I 
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petitions held up In the crowd Bs&embipd in tlie jJfw- 
Km (the DivvSn-i-'Aiiiin) are brought to the King and 
rend in his hearing; and the persona concerned being 
ordered to approach are examined by the Monarch 
himself, who often redresses on the spot the wrongs of 
the uggrieved party.” 

The verandah on the first floor level at the back of tlie DlwSn-i- 
*Amni and overlooking the garden in front of the Rang IVIahHl 
is said to have been covered with shell-plaetei, ** polished like the 
brightness of the momlng.” 

As has been previously mentioned, a gateway lay to the north 
of the T>iw3fi-i-‘Amni, leading to the first of the twin courtyards 
in front of the DlwAn-i-Khafia, now no longer in existence, but de* 
niarcatwl, like the other court immediately in front of that build¬ 
ing, by shrubberies and lawns, fn the middle of the western wall 
of this ‘ first court van! ’ was a gate which gave entrance to the 
court of the Iliwun-i-KbiLffi, the Itall of Rpecial Audience. A red 
cloth awning was stretched in front of this gateway arnl gave it 
the name of IM Pard^i (red screen). 


The buildings on the East wall of the Fott in the enclosed 

area. 

The MUMTAZ MAHAL, jiow the Museum, is the aonthern- 
most of these buildings. Fomierly one of the apartments of the 
Royal princesses, it has servctl as a Miliriiry prison' and was also 
used, till recently, m the Sergeante' Mesa, and for thla purpose its 
original appearance had been completely changed. Old drawings 
and photos of the Fort, dating prior to the Mutiny, show' it to have 
been a structure not lUilike the neighbouring Rang Mahal, covered 
with white shell plaster, and with tiie angles of its roof emphasised 
by dwarf pavilions, the external walla lieing shaded by a deep 
Qhhajja. The latter has been reconatmeted and, within, some of 
the original ” glass ” decoration has been exposed- It will be 
noticed that the plinth of the building is still buried, but this is 
shortly to be removed and the neighbouring ground laid out to 
the same level as the lawns to the north. Rxeavations made in 
1911 revealed tlie remains of a small marble fountain basin in 
front of the building on the west side. It was also known as the 
‘ Ohhot^ Rang Mahal ’ or ■ KjSss Mahal ’ and it seems not unlikely 
that the water channel, w'hicb nms through the centre of the other 
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butldin^id tc IIk*, north, continued past it alfio. That the wpaco 
liotween tJie Alinntriz Muhfll and the Rang Mahai waa filied with 
huilcliiigi} ill the (Ia 3 'a of the last Jimperor of Delhi is evident from 
old photographs taken before the Mutiny*, while it U pmiialile 
tiiat in the days of ^ahjnlitln, another smaller pavilion existod 
here/ the range of arcades, which formed the south boundary of 
the garden of the Kang Mahal, probably continuing through to the 
front of the east wall'of the Fort; any interspa^ between the 
buildings on the east outer w*all would be filled with marble srrectK 
to prevent the inmates of the hiiretti lieiiigacen from the low ground 
Ijettvcen the Fort and the river. 


“ Last of all the seraglio buildings on the river face (i.s,, bO' 
tween the MuintSz Mahal and the Asad Bur^) there came the 
Khurd Jahan (Little World), Why it was so called we do not 
know, uiilcBs within it there were collected different flowers and 
trees and all that was necessary to make it like the world on a 
small scale."* 


The HAND .MAHAL (Palace of Colour), so called from the 
coloured decoration with which it was formerly adorned, lies 
immediatelj to tbe north the MunitS^ Mahal, The buTlnuig 
was the largest of the apartmerita of the Royal Beraplio, m 
the time of Shahjahan wa« known as the rmtiya!! MaIml (Palace 
of Distinction), The Court. Chronicler writes of it that. m ex¬ 
cellence and glor)' it surpasses the eight-aided throne of lieaven, 
and in lustre and colour it is far supenor to the palaces in the pro- 
iiiiscd paradise,” It is indeed to be regrett^ 
re mam i>f its h eUborate d^rco^a.tl^>l1, The buddiJig oieftCTPes 
externally 153' 6' bv 69' 3", and, within, engrailed arches on twelve¬ 
sided piers divide'the main apartment into fifteen bays, eimh 
‘XV 0" square. These are cased in marble for 11 0 of theur height, 
the imint at which the arches spring from plaster capitals. On 
the soffits i^f the outer row of arches can still be seen remams ot 
the old folded decoration in the form of conventional flowers. It 
is said that the original ceiling was of silver, but that m the jcign 
of FsrruUisivar it was taken off to supply a pressing nwd, and 
replaced bv'one of copper. In the reign of Akbar H this latter 
was also removed ami a wiroden one put up. Muhammad gSlih 


s u jsf jtjtrt tli»t ft immSl pftTiliofi kcowiv u tb* Sm»U Sitting 

pUw an’fAat). Mid S moilefn Imilfliim, ibt />wNd 

.nuw ^fha IsiUT IluiMiEui. bn *11)% w" HIM* ornate itm rb# atbei*. md had » 

Fort taJwp Wore the JjuUny ihtn™ k bmlding of thw •ladgn. 

*■ Op. of., p. 







OELin fort : A GUIDE TO THE 


i8 


writing in thft reign of describes the originjil coiling as 

being gilded anrl ornamented] with golden flowcrB/^ The eastern 
wall is pierceJ hy five windows overlooking the river/ and from 
there the ladies of the tanam could catch a glimp&e of the elephant 
fights Avhich took place on the siindv foreshore at the foot of the 
walla, of which the Emperor was an mter^ted spectator in 
the adjoining Muthamnian Rurj* Four of these windows are now 
filled with rectilinear tracery of a type reminisccdt of Chinese decora¬ 
tion, The original glazings which has entirely disappeared, was 
probably of panes of glass of that vivid colour still seen in one of the 
windows of the ^ammam. The central window opening is enclosed 
by a frame of flatnboyant awjrlSr bulbous domes^ and simnountcd 
by an umbrella sha^Mxl finiab the whole an unpleasant foretaste of 
the def^enee which set in with the reign of Aurangzeb. At each 
end of the main hall are smaller chambem, surrounded by a 
marble dado, waiat-high, the upper portions of the walls being 
mlieveil^ liy conventional floral designs in plaster^ set off with 
glass borders. ^ Down the centre of the building nms a marble 
water channel with a central fountain Imsiu, Iniricd, till 190 S, 
under a inoderti stone lloor. *Ali Mardiin^a canal, tapping the 
Jtmma some six luiles above Delhi to obtain the necessar}^ falli 
leil the Palace with many streams of limpid water which filled 
the tanks, played the fountains and poured Hkc a C|iilck fall of 
stars l>cfore the itlumiiiated candle niches. But of alt these 
waterways the most favoured waB the Nahr-i-Bihi^t (Stream of 
Paratlise) so railed by ^^hjahan himself.^ Falling in a rippling 
Cascade ilnx^m the marble chute in the ^ilh Burj pavilion anil 
fiowing along the terrace that bordered the Hayat Bakfaeji garden^ 
it traversed the chain of stately edificta that lined the eastern 
wall of the PjihM,^—Hammrini, DTwTmd fOiwabgah— 

sileutly gliding beneath the ftlirAn i-*Acllr across a stm-bathed 
court into the cool of the lUng Mahal Thence, still southward, 
it passed through the little Rang Mahal MumtSjs hlahul and other 
buildings of the Imperial sending out shoots to feed the 

many channels and fonntains^ As Bernier (Trawfo in Me Mofftil 
fSmpir^t p. 207) tells us, ** nearly every chamber has its reservoir 
of running water at its door; on every side arc gardens, delightfnl 
alleys, shady retreats, streams, foiintainsi grottoes, deep excava^ 
tlons that afford shelter from the sun by day, lofty divaua and 
terraces, on which to sleep cool at night.*^ Elaewliere he says, 
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The vifuter of the canal rum into the Semgtiot diTidc^ 
ft&a inter^cta part nnd falk into the 1 1 itches of the fortificn- 

tion//^ Still despite the spolintion of its jewek and the lack of 
dzinemK watoi®, this fouiitaiin basin is by far the uiost ^clianning 
of all those in the Fort, and m perhaps only suri^asHcd in elegance 
by the fonntam in the Mii^annuan Burj pavilion at Agra* ■ iSayyid 
Al^ad says of the Biing Mahah it lisa a tank^ the beauty of 
which baffles (leaerJption^ It is made of liuitble and fashioned in 
fiueh a way that it reHeiiihles n full Idomi flower. Its inJay of 
flowers and foliage in various coloured stones has been so finely 
execijte<l that it is beyontt the power of anyone to de8<.-ribe it. 
Ai though the tan It seven ^ipiare 3*et it is of ven^ little ilepth. 
It ia just like the pdm of a hand» The particular beauty of this 
is that, when it ia full of rippling water, the foliage of the inlay 
work appears to wave to and foi. In its centre is a beautiful floater 
like a cup of mar hie: inomivcrp on eacii curving point and arch- 
id cusp, flowers and leavei^ of coloured atoues aprmg from ^ reep- 
ing pJantiS, and creeping plants from flowers and leaveji. Withm 
the cup you will find a hole through which the water bubltlea up 
from a hidden channel underneath The sheet of wiiter falling 
from the edg^s of the cup and the waving of t he pliints and flowern 
under the dancing wiitcr are nothing than a scene of 

magic." 

Muhammad Salih is likewise moved to enthusiasm : ** In the 

midst of the Central Hall is a shallow' tank designed on geometric" 
al principles* It Is decorated with points and on each point there 
is a hole thitjugh which the wrater of life bubbles out from the jets 
fixed above, enhancing the pleasantness of the surroundings and 
the beauty of the bulling. The mind of manj on perceiving this 
wonder, h amazed. The channels on the four sides, fed from 
this sun like fountain, pour their craters in the form of a cascacle, 
into a ha,ym made of one piece of tnarhle, and on leaving this the 
water Hows into the main channel running into the midst (of the 
gardeua). The stone of this basin is one of the wonders of the 
world and eamc from the Makrfma Quart}"* By order of Jlis Ma* 
jeatj', the basin was made square, four gaz by four with a 
depth of one and a half gai. It was brought by means td a Inindred 
Qiechanic4il contrivances from Iklakrana to ^ahjahauabad, a <lis- 
tance of one hundred iffnoii/ and placed here." 


* AriAari^offiail Eepori, lDcy7-190S, pp, —sa 
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The basiu, to which the hiftioriaTi refers, stood for a long time 
iQ the Queen’s frardens, but was brought back in IflM to the palace 
gardens aiul now stands in the centre of the large tank between 
the Rang Mahal and the Drwflji-b'Anim. The courtyard, of which 
this large tank was the central feature, was formerly “ so exten¬ 
sive that it was laid out ^ a garden with channels dotted with 
jets.” Bishop Reber writing in the early years of the I9tli centuij' 
says that, ” all these were destroyed when he saw the Fort and 
that instead wretched honses had been built.” ’* * The gardens con¬ 
tained an orchard lOT gaz x lid . 90 $,^ which was surrounded 
by a screen-like railing of redstone. The railing was decorated 
with two thousand iinials of gold. On the three sidea of the court¬ 
yard beautiful houses and charming arcades were built, seventeen 
ffot wide, and below the plinth of the palace, on the west side, 
lay this garden.” The bottom of the large central tank, which 
me^ures 126' 0*X 123' 6', is now' grossed, owing to the impossi¬ 
bility of allowing water to stand there, and so eiieoiiruging the 
breeding of mosquitoes. 

The foundations of the houses and arcades, on the north and 
south side of the garden, were located liy excavation and are now 
represented by shrubberies, as is the colonnade on.the third or 
west aide, a continuation of the projecting block at the back of 
the Diwan-i-’Amm, and through which the Emperor pa seed from 
his private apartments to the Hall of Justice. “ From the l>ack 
of the King's private entrance to the jhar&kha - there is an open 
mllory overlooking the ganlen ; and thence a winding stairway 
fcads direct to the colonnade below. It is easy to imagtne the Em¬ 
peror, wearied with the minlstTHtion of justice nr Imred by an audi¬ 
ence of foreign embassies, seeking relief in tlie cool of the Rang 
Mahal, rcspiendDnt \Yith colour and nifirlilct iiiusi™! with 
the Bubdlied marmur of falling wafers^ and tJie voices of hiB cboR^n 
Siiyyid Ahmmi tbiii, ” near thfl CdrtieiiK uf i hc Rang 

were four stone Hoaks wliirdi -rould be cloBed witli in 

the sninmer-time, and turned into 

" It is fortunate that the liisterian has added a dramng^ of 
the facade front which we arc able to learn what thene kioskg were 
like, for no veatige of them now remaiug except their foundations. 
They were by no means itu improvement to the fagade with their 

*Tlw cif gaz Tjuiwi cenwklerd'bljr'. It ia liplwivii 2^8' mid 3' J", 

tt eotiiiute of tiro hdika^ the AufA ihi* diftarw bi?-tw«iti tlw |>ohit of iIjp ^Ibavt, 'prhi^n 

lirnl^ uid the tJpg df Ihe A|i|R.m 

* Showing filw. 

* A kind of oo&Kfl of wiucih mn biiuki, 

■Thfl origiiut d«wUig mAy hf. mn in thn (C^oguo Eii J. 21J. 
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polatfid roofs and aleader sbafts. The drawing — more accurate 
thau the description — shows but tw’o of these pavilions at t-lie 
endB of the main facade. The accuracy of Sayyid Ahmad’s des¬ 
cription may abo lie doubted on other pointa; for it appears that 
there was never any marble above the necking of the piers and 
what he mistook for inlay was puioted ornament.” 

“ Prom this Illustration we also learn that the arehes of the 
fapade were iillGd in with an open pardoh screen, apparently of 
marble, the traces of which are still to be seen ; while the centre 
opening was further elaborated by the introduction of moulded 
oolumns and a triple arch. Above the smalt Bcreens were small 
windows filled with jdii, similar to that seen on the uorth and 
south fa 9 ades. Altogether, the illustration makes the west front 
of the Mahal more attractive than it is now under its coat of white¬ 
washed plaster.”' Oarr Stephen and Keene both emiTieoiiflly 
describe it as being hnilt of “grey sandstone.” 

“ Prom the Rang Mahal the Emperor passed across a narrow' 
court to Ids private apartments under the arcade before the Scales 
i>f Justice. This facade is of ivliite marble and now shows no 
signs of having been odlourcd, all traces having been bleaclied out 
by the blase of smi w'hich beats fiercely on this wall throughout 
the day. Until recently there was a buttresa wall jutting out 
some 11" 0' into the court at the west angle, A careful inspection 
showed that neither this wall nor the one on a corresponding posi¬ 
tion on the north side of the Mahal ^ was structurally neces¬ 
sary, and ns they were of obviously modem construction the core 
being of modern bricks, they were demolished, ft was then dis¬ 
covered that considerable traces of colour remained high up tlie 
wall where the protecting Ql^ajja had cast its shadow, FroRj 
this it is safe to presume that the elaborate painted decoration 
of the interior originally extended to the exterior of the building, 
and I believe this instance to be unique.”” 

The following account of these buildings has been taken from 
Carr Stephen b Arc/treoU^ff of Delhi . — “ Corresponding to the Royal 
Baths, and on the south of the l>Iwau-i-E^5ss, is a suite of rooms 
built throughout of marble and divided into two equal parta by the 
marble canai alreadj* described. Between these rooms and the 
Diwan-i-Kliass the pavement is of marble and is about 4fi feet wide.” 


‘Op. fil. 

■Aiitahrr nwnp for Oh* oiilbotion of rDOtiu kiwwo u ttw ThhIAV lill4ti*r. 
Bu^liaik, 

■ Op. eiit 
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The Taebih l^wiibgali* * and Baithak" form one 

buildiri^; tlic fortaer eorusists of a row of three rooms facing the 
DTw&p-i-Hifee; a second row of three rooms behind this is known 
as the jQjwjlbgfih, aiul the ad|oming haU, whioh is about half the 
width of the Hiw^lbguh, was mdiscrimiaately ealkd the Bai|hak 
or the To^a Khilnah (Ward Kobe). The three apartments together 
may be equal in abe to the Diw§n-i-Kiaig^.** At the suggestion 
of the Hon, Mr. W. M, Haiiejt then OJiief Oommissioner of Dellii, 
now His Excellency Sir ilalcoJiu Jlailey^ Gioveitior of the Lh P, of 
Agra and Oudli^ two of the western apartments are now furnished 
in the Mughal manner^ bo tJiat vis]ti:»rs to the Palace may be able 
to repicturc the interior armngements of a'room during this period. 

There is nothing particidar to notice either in the Tasbih lOiHna 
or the Baithak; the KhwIibgAh, hoiareveri deserves more than pSi«s- 
ing attention. As already stated^ it is the name of the three rooms 
in the centre of the building; the middle rixnn is about 4.*3 feet by 
13 feetr those on its east and on its wmt are about half its size. 
The three rooms communicate with one another through arched 
dcNora in the centre room; the walk were at one time inlaid with 
precious stones which wore pillaged by the attendants of the court, 
and have recently been repaired with great success/ In the north¬ 
ern and southern walls of the centre room there are arched doors 
covered with marble screens, and under the arches there are ins- 
criptiojiB of historical fame—the w^ork of Sa'dullah Kian, the WazTr 
of^ahjahan. On the outer eastern facN 3 of the door of this room 
there k another inscription, which is ako said to be the work of 
the same author/* 

English translation of the inaeription on the Bouthem and 
northern arches,—Praise be to God I how beautiful are these 
painted mansions and how^ charming are these residences: a part 
of the high heaven* When I say the high-minded angels are desir¬ 
ous of looking at them, if people from different parts and direir- 
tions (of the world) should come (here) U* W'alk round them as 
(they w'ulk} round the old house {Ka'ba}^ it would be ri^t; and 
if the beholders of the two worlds should run to kiss their highly 
glorious threshold as (they kiss) the black stone (of Ea^ba)^ it 
would be proper. The commencement of this great fort, which is 
higher than the palace of the heavens and k the envy of the wail 
u£ Alexander i and of thei^ pleasant ediiices and of the garden of 
Hay at Bftkbjb, W'hich is to these btiildingB as the soul ia to the 

* Fliifti wbarp tb43 prmim of <jo(] ure nKiountwl by iho. <jJ bpadL 

^ J>aniutofy+ 

* PJnen wlusrD pq>iaplo meet t* pit onU coiivfrftoe. 

* Mr, Ciir iSl«|jlu<n bu UiHjk in J i^7a 
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bodjr, and the iBUip to hd uasemblj; and of the pure cairn], the 
limpid water of which is to the person posseasing sight as a world- 
reflecting mirror, and to the wise the unveiler of the secret world ; 
and of the water-falls, each of which you may say is tlie white¬ 
ness of the dawn or a tablet of secrets of the Table and the Pen 
(of Fate); and of the playing fountains, each of which is a hand 
of light rising to greet the inhabitants of heaven; or they arc 
bright pearls alighting to reward the inhabitants of the eaith ; and 
of the tanks, full of the water of life (and) in its purity the envy 
of the light and the sun i announced on the 32th ^ilhijjah in the 
I2th holy year of the ascension, corresponding to 1048 A. 11., the 
delightful tidings of happiness to the people of the world. And 
the completion of it, wtiich w'os effected at the expense of 50 tacit 
of rupees, on the 24th Riibru-i-Amral in the 2l«t year of the aus¬ 
picious ascension corresponding to 1058 A, IL, by the glory of 
the happy feet of the sovereign of the^earth, the lord of the nmrld, 
the founder, of these heavenly, pleasant mansions, Sliihabu-d-Diii' 
.Muhammad, the second Lord of felicity, ^ahjahan, the king 
champion of faith, opened the door of favour to the people of the 
world.” 

English translation of the verses on the wall *— 

“ May the Emperor of the world, ^ahjahfiQ, by his good for¬ 
tune, the second Lord of felicity', 

In the royal palace, with great magnilicence, ever be like the 
sun in the sky. 

As long as foundation is indispensable with this building. 

May the palace of bis good fortune touch the highest heaven. 

Wonderfully chanoing is this adorned palace; 

'' A pamdise embellished with a hundred beantieH. 

Dignity is a sign to represent its greatness ; 

Felicity is in the einbratea of its halt 

(Incomplete.) 

(Jneomptete.) 

Whoever rubbed his head sincerely against its foot, 

His honour inereased, like (the swelling) of tlie (river) Jun 
(Jumna). 

When time erected its wall. 

It set a mirror befo'ie the face of the sun. 


* Tim jtuKiri|itiun Um oMibrated and U tip IcitiKt-t 
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The face of its wall is so ilGOoratwl, that it demands from tlie 
painters ol 

China a fee for showing its face. 

Time extended such an (affectionate) hand over its headj 
That the sky borrowed height from it. 

In its playing foimtains, and river-like tank, 

The sky washed its face with the water of the earth. 

Afl it is tlie seat of a jiist King, 

So it is the King of all other buildiDgs.’' 

Count Von Orlich, visiting Delhi in 1843, says that "before 
the entrance to the residence of the Great Momil, a pair of scali^ 
ate suspondiHl over a stone seat, to indicate that justice alone is 
administered in these apartments. As we entered the halls which 
lead to the King’s apartments we saw a rhapsodist. who was sitting 
Irefore the betl chamljcr of the Great Mogul, and relating talcs 
in a loud voice, A simple curtain was hung between him and 
the King, who was lying on a couch and whom these tales were 
to lull to steep. 

.Adjoining the eastern wall of the liwuhgah, and overlooking 
the river, is the domed balcony (also known as the Burj-i-TUrt or 
Gulden Tower) which Bernier,* who, however, had never seen it, 
praised so axtravagiintly. It is octagonal in pbn and roofed by 
a dome, once cased in gildeil copper and now covered with lime 
plaster. Three oat of the eight .sides of this room are cut off by 
the liwabgflh, and of the remainmg live aides which overlook 
the river, four are ftHed with marble screens; in ffimt of the fifth, 
which is in the middle of the Burj, there is a small covered balcony 
added by Akbar II, who oUo engraved an inscription on its arches 
and another on the western doorway of the Muthamman Bnrj 
lilngliah translation of the first inscription: 

“ Praise and thankfulness are worthy of the I^ord of the 
world. 

Who made such an Emperor the King of the age ; 

Who is desceudwl from a royal father and grand-father 
down from Timdr; 

(And is the) protector of the world, having hi.s court (as 
high an the) «kj^ and soldiers (as numerous as) stars. 

Mu‘T’nu-d-Dm Abu-n-Sfagr Akbar, 

King of the world, conqueror of the age, and shadow of God, 


A TmpdM tH Fph VoL p, 
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Od the face of MutJianuiian Burj^ buOt anew such a seat 
that the sun and the tnoon sewed (fixed) their eyes 
on it. 

Sayyidn- flh-Shu*ara was ordered to record Its date, 

So that the black letters may endure on the white (ground) 

The Sayyid wrote the chronogram of this building: 

* May the seat of Afcbar ^ali be of exalted foundation. 
The year J323.’ ” 

English transiation of the second iuscriptiou: 

*' 0 (thou who hath) fetters on j^our legs, and a padlock 
on your heart, beware I 

And 0 (thou) whoso eyelids are sew'n up, and whose feet 
are deep in the mire, lieware J 

Thou art bound towards the west; but thou hast tumerl 
thy face to the east. 

0 traveller t Thou hast turned thy back on thy destina¬ 
tion, beware I 

“The eunuchs,” says Beruler, writing of the Mn^munian 
Burj, "speak with extnivtigant praise of a Hniall ti»wet, faring 
the river, which U covered with plates of gold in the same manner 
as the towew of Agra; and Its azure apartments are rlecorateil 
with gold ami azure, exqui-site psintings uml inajjiiificent niirrors.’* 

A projecting buij of this type on the cast wall was a commoii 
feature of the Mu^al palace and is found at Agni and Lahore. 
From it the Emperor usri to appear to the throngs gathered below 
the Fort, while at Agra JsliilngiT caused a ni|X‘ *if hellfl to be sus¬ 
pended between the httrj ami tite groiiiicl lie low', for the use i»f 
supplianta. 

The dar^nit or ‘ showing ’ ceremony was considerwl a most 
important procedure and was observed daily by tlie earlier Mu|^iil 
Emperors. In a court where an Emperor’s life was in hourly 
danger such a ceremony was the only sign by which his Bubje<‘l.s 
knew whether he was alive. We read of one Emperor being even 
carried to the Jbarokhn on his sick betl rather than omit the obser¬ 
vance of the wrj^an. It is interesting to note that the ceremoDy 
was revived at the tJoronotion Darbar, Their Imperial Majesties 
King George V and Queen ilary sparing from the Irnlcony of 
the MntJittmraan Burj to the crowd gathered on the ground between 
the Fort and the river. 

The 0*?ri gate below it has alraady i*een commented upon. 
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The original dome of the Mu^ainman Burj waa of quite differ¬ 
ent action from the present one and was, as stated above, cover¬ 
ed with copper* It was removed after the Afiitmy, together with 
the copper coverings of the pavilions at the tomcre of the roof of 
tfie Diwfin-i-Hiugs, and sold by the Prize Agent. 

The DlWAX'I-^lAtJ^ was also known aa the ^ah Mahal 
liilace). It, Hkft the Diw3.ii-i-*A.i]ani+ li^d a courtyard iu 
front of it to the west, em'Iosed by colonnades. The entrance to 
the Courtyard nearest the DTwan-t-Khass and known as the Jilau 
was on the west, and vras kept screened by a retl curtain, 
the Xoi /\$rdali. In this court the fhnaras and noblca of highest 
rank were wont te wait on the Emperor. It was removetf, ttn 
g^her with the lesser court, which lay immediately to the west, 
after the Mutiny, hut from old plans and ample evidence forth¬ 
coming in the escavHtiona, it has been possible to fay out the present 
Jawna and ahrubheries bo as to dcrtiareate with accuracy their 
former align meat. 

pe hall is !KJ' 0' in length and «?' p' in width, and stands on 
a plinth 4 li in height. Fergussuii considers it “ if not the most 
beautiful, certamly the most highly ornamented of all Shahjahan’s 
bnildings. ' The central chamlier measures 48' 0' hy 27' 0*. The 
ceiling is flat uiul supported by engrailed arches. ' Pietm dura ’ 
nork JS freely used on the lower portions of tlie arch piets, the 
upper portions being treated with gilding and painting. A marble 
water chunnei, the same Nahr-i-BilMt, J2' u' in width runs 
through tlic centre of the hall. Tlie marble dais is said to* have 
^pported the famous peacock throne of ^ahiahan, valued at 
02,037,500which was removed by Nadir ShSh in 173fl. Over 
the arche& iit the iiottii and south ends of the central ebanibc:r will 
be noticed the famous inscription : If there is a paradise on the 
Jacc ot the earth, it is this, it is this, it is this.” 

This building is periuips bound up more closely than anv other 
with the hiatoiy of the Mughal Empire. The favourite r^ujrt of 
the Emperor who built it; it witnessed in turn the heyday and 
the deefine »f the house of 'Timur. 

" Here, m 1716, the Scottish Surgeon, Gabriel Hamilton, who 
cured the fempror FarokhsTr, on the eve of his marriage, was 
rea-arded by the permission for his employers to eataliKsh a fac¬ 
tory, and to maintain a territory of 38 towns on the banks of tie 


I T*»i^rV Tr*vtJ^ VoL I, pp. aiVLi 4 « d Tupt*» or ffil 

ntilficm f.™ Blit wr'ji h pXblj- .Fm- IkT^iii,** 

ffutt ml whioil Vlwn worked uul tin- vaJkH' of a 
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llugfali^ which was the foiindAtion of the * Presidency of Fort 
Williiira/ iiad all that has sincre sprung therefrom.”^ 

In it Nidir ShSh received the submission of Muhainrruul ^rdi 
(Mny^al Emperor 1710 — 1748 ) in 173 f)i and deprivetl him of the 
most valuable treasures of his ancestors. The predatory horde® of 
Marathas and Bohillas, which hamssed in tiim the last 
Emperors of the line, despoiled it of its reuiaiumg treas^es, while 
it is said to have been the place wherein the aged ShUh *Alatn was 
hliuded by the brigand Ghiilfim Qudir. In it Lord Lake was thanked 
for delivering the tottering empire from the house of S^^iIldhia^ 
while in May 1857 the mutineers chose it as the edifice wliereih 
to proclaini Eabadur Shalh II once more Emperor of Hindiistiint 
all unwitting that some seven months later ho wae to be tried in 
the aaitm hall for hiq life. 

In e£irlier times it was kno^vm as the Shah Alahat or l)auJar 
|^ana-i'|yia.^s and even, by a misnomer^ as the iL/idriw.- 

'Abdul Hamid Lahorip Hhflhjahan^fi court chronicler^ tells us the 
purpoBO of such a hall, and the names by which it was known 

The Daulat jflhanad-lftaggt by the wonderful art of ppert 
artists and astonishing craftsmen^ has been built be¬ 
tween the z(¥van<^ apartment and the l!Twrin-i-S\iiinip 
and the Lord, Possessor of the world, after leaving the 
Dlwan i-^Aminp honours that delightful house, and 
reposes on the royal throne. Here certain important 
affairs of state, which ajy not known except to 
conhdants and court favourites, are settled by the pro¬ 
blem-solving attention of the EmperoFs heaven-like 
court;, and angel-like power*^* 

As this prasperous house ad}oins the Hamniam, it is 
therefore known by the name of yituabl^iliia (a mime 


* Kwm\ IfanM^fOk iQ I^hi, 1^4. Tbt* aulllOf aiiiK !>r. Hual«^, in ' 
of Okl Cnlflatl*,’ ilwCTpHitS thiai Hnd c-iniemVlWlrt lo that tl» Moiy baft nttk. 

i( anj* ffflincUtion sB *' Ihfflifib it afadtlkl hp nwntiqqawi thftt thin Lnoiap-nt ll» 
eranlitlf? tff a - l^irniauhcr' bwn awpi&d m autbe-ntlc by Wihiuii 

in L«dfffT ami Sunrd (VcL 11. |ip. 

fManitcri nrfrm to the DiirSn i |ba» m the <Um4 in the fcJlwiii« P*#WHP : 

« Font bontnt. rrarly itaikiM fqf rmtT^iKy, arci krpt war Ihr iIdoT frf tbr- 

Um* plMf wbrn?. audM-niT ia |fivcn «ic| l^jro ilwisriur^i” ELw-wIm n-. 
“ Thw rrinco (Sllb^yaml tvpM in slich affiwtion that he mo Jirr- 

tntftiiDn ii> cnti-r tha Q^mmI wliirb i* a iwwiut plate ibi« 

hi pfwn anti thn ccUncil wt*. Into it cmly the Cftm-ipal L^mla mn*} 
oflkcni tlM- ciKirt etilar,'' E^fpirifig to thu Boyal rftiftbliahrnonU 
anyp tlkat then u Mi oOiwr atyM i^arogha IXj t b«|ui (niri/dta 

tho Kkdi BitaiikUt that im ' offiwt o< the ohe«Mi HntiirH?!a' ; itu;? n-aacrfi u that 
Iho c^jinlparO' tfl which thin padlE is glT^n aio aJl JBoked mi^n jmd of tb^ tmh^l 
familiea, Ordinarily ihtj oumher 4.000 boiwmctL ThU uffiDcr ha* cbaTgc 
of i\m Gflftiad’cana (^a4^£td3W|^*" 
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whieJi was ttiveu to such buildings tn the ttme of His 
Majesty Akoar). fn the (present) Hiispiejous reiim it is 
' <»iUcd Daiikt Hi5Qa-l-Kli5iw.”* 

Bernier states tliat “ few are suffered to enter '* the DlwAii-i- 
Kliusss; the ihmrds were received therein by the King every even¬ 
ing, as in tlie morning at the Diwan-i-'Anini, «nd "were they 
remiss” in attendance something was retrenched from their pay. 

The decoration of its ceiling is highly praised Jiy native his¬ 
torians as well as by Buiopean traveltere. Muhammad gslili 
says that D incs were spent on it.® 

Sayryid Ahmad has the following account of this chamber 

” To the north of the j^wS.bgiih, a big square ((SSatijt}, is 
to he seen, and tfi the east of this, is a platform IJ gaz 
high. In its centre is built the DTwan-i-Klifi.sa Palace. 

TJireugh its centra there flows the chaimel called Nahr-i- 
Bihi^t, which is 4 gaz wide. In the middle of this 
edihee, another room )g gaz in length and to gaz in 
breadth, is made by erecting square columns with a 
platform in the centre. Cornelians, corals, and other 
precious stones are inlaid in the dado, in which flowere 
and foliage have ahai been carved. 

Prom dado to ceiimg it is orimmetited with golden work. 
Its wintlows on the river side are closed by finely carved 
screens, the perforations of which are rdlcii with glass. 
To the west of this there is a courtyard, 70 gaz by ftti 
gazy round winch rooms and arches of red sand-atonp 
have been built, and to the west of this is an entranre 
which was connected with the DTwan-i-'Amni by a 
passage, III front of the entrance a red curtain is 
fixed up. At the time when the darbar is held, all 
the Umardit perforrn the ceremony of obeisance from 
this place. There Is another gateway to the nortli 
of this courtyard lending to the Hai'St'BalAsh Garden, 
and to the south is a gatew-ay lead^ to the entrance 
of the Royal Harem. In front of the central arch of 
tliis bmlding, towards the courtyard, a marble baliis* 
trade is erected. It is known by the name of f7A««- 

Its ceiling was of pure silver, 
but in the raids of the Marathas and Jflte it waa torn 
off.”' 


* Sana. V*L It. pt. 2:^; (Mj, VoL I. Pan It. n. 237. Aim w MwaJ'. 

rrt. foi«. ftra-se. 

■ Op. Hi., tot. ssa 

* XfA^ru-i &anMd^ C«wiipoR>. 10CM+ ppL4l.4^ 
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Alimad Gontemporarj hiEsturiuii says thati " Jt wbb from 

of! the Diwfin-i-Kliiisa that Batlu.^ on account of Kis mean nature 
and the narrf)WTiess of iiia mind, took the silver of its ceiling, and 
turned it into money.’'* * Keene {Hnmdhook to i>cfAt, p. 131) states 
that the original ceiling was silver inlaid with gold at a cost of 
3d Idea of rupees, which Avheu looted and rneltod dowi> by the 
Uarathas in ITdO rflaji 2 ied 28 Utof. lie adds in a footnote that 
this act of spoliation a'os porpetmted Ity them under Sadd^eo 
llao Bhao, and in 1761, Ahmad ^iih UurriUiT iudioted on them 
a crushing defeat at Fumpat. Tiie hall had previously been des¬ 
poiled in 17d7 by Ahmad Shah, who among other plunder, took 
oack with iiim a Mugjial Princess as consort. 

The following excellent description of the famous PlCjVC'OrK 
THRONE is given in the Budi^Sli Nhma;— 

“ Since from time immciiiotia} and year in year out, vari¬ 
ous jewels of groat price, each of them worthy to be 
an ear-ring of Venus and to be set in a belt for the 
sun, had been kept in the Imperial Treasury, it occurred 
to the inspired mind (of the Emperor), in the early 
years of the beneficent reign, that the collection of 
such rare presents and accumulation of so many pre¬ 
cious things, were only meant for the adornment of 
the Empire, and to increase its ornamentation. There¬ 
fore, they ought to be made use of in such a place that 
spectators might enjoy the world-enlightening beauty 
of the produce of the ocean and the mine, and that they 
should lend an added lustre to the Palace. Orders 
were issued that all kinds of rubies, diamonds, pearls 
and emeralds, the value of which was estimated at 


^ Btttiu. jmibiibly Rj3io BImIh, non of ChiinfiBfjl nmd iinpiifw cl Fb(j|Wi 

EUji Kl.ov iliin in bA.ILb iimiAiEUiit AJ^mid Sfifl b Durri^til to. ftni. W* Beftk', Biograp^Uat 
D^ionarjf, p, Ke«?nt in Mr Fail af th^ Maglmi Fmpire (p. 44) CAJb him tbe 
* Counfk' 

* p, }(H. 

pkfiw fhr pMicock tbrww? m tbf Carr £tcpb^p,^ 

ever* u of tlho opiMab lliftt the tbrofifr stood on tbo ms^blF mi piwnl; in tbo l^lrln- 
i'Hliff?’ Bpniior {Trtv^lg, p. 260) dweritM iha tbronf, ndd in bli dwiiplion ** %% 
ibf foot oi tbe tlirotip WfTT lobkd all Ibr Onukhs in apIctKlid u|K)ai ■ pbit^ 

form furroundiKi by k aUveT Tailing.'* Lpter be sddi LTrmve£Bp p. 27G)p with mfcjKiKe to 
tbe rouit outildo tbe building in vhieh ibe LModc! stood, ** &b to tbc uraade gslkrlm 
round tb« coart, fvoiy Omrab h*d wdted mders to deoaivto ooc of tbam ftl biis own 
^^|>otifOp And there Appoaitd a spirit of emnlkliian who thquld Init iO^liiE Mourlf to tbo 
SifouATcb^A HtkfACtion. Couequently mil Ibo KtosJes Uid gKilerks Weii! Ootreted from 
top to bottom with brescade, anti the povt-oients with rich cafpets.'* The rourtyud d 
tha D[v4&-i<-^Amni would wbtm to bw i^eftrai to. Tovemior uyit tbo Cteftt 
luid MTrtn m itjmifl whfit tbroom SJid that tbr puitkcipjil tfcuroOP stood Iti tbc bjJl d tbc bift 
coLLitp I.C.P tbs I>Iwiii4-'Ainin^ 
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two hundred lacs of nipecS:^ and m addifioti, those in 
the rharge of the provincial treasury officers, should 
f>e brought for His Majesty s inspeetjon, excepting only 
the Emperor's personal jewels, kept in the jewel office 
of the heaven-like palace. 

Great and valuable jewels, the weight of which was fifty 
thousand and the value of which was eighty- 

six iocs of rupees, were selected and entrusted to Bcbii- 
dal FOian/ the superintendent of the golds rnitlis^ office, 
in onlcr that the jewels might be studded in a slab 
made of one loc of of pure gold, which is equal 
to two hundred and fifty thousand and the 

value of which was rourteen Uxe^ <4 rupees. This slab 
was 3| by imperial ffof with a height of 5 

It was desired that the inside of the ceiling of the throne 
should be principally enamelled^ and the rest set with 
jewels, and that the outside should he adorned with 
rubies and other precious stones. It was to be sup¬ 
ported by twelve emerald coloured coiunins. Above the 
ceiling tw'o images of peacocks, set in bright gems, were 
to be niade, and between them a tree of rtihies, dia¬ 
monds, emeralds and pearls was to be fixed. To 
ascend the throne three steps studded with tieautiful 
gems, were to be prepared. 

In the course of seven years thia heaven-like throne 
completed at the cost of a hundred kies of rupees, 
which is equal to three hundred and thirty-three thou¬ 
sand iumdrt^ of 'Iraq, and to four orore current 

in Transoxania (ilfJi'atdii n-A'flAr)* 

Of the eleven slabs covered with jewels and erected around 
the throne for leaning agamst, the centra! one, on 
which the Emperor, a Solomon in rank, leans, by plac¬ 
ing on it hie truth-seeking hand, was valued at ten 
hies of rupees. Ami of the jewels set in the throne, 
there w'os a ruby in the centre, valued at one hic of 


^ Tllr milAiiat u Ji ‘Mreight to <llvJtlL 

^TUm mrntlmi iif thii to whiirfn tht^ vofk wah ^sntniKUKl whewn, Uint thr nlmU.^ 

iin-nt Mr. Brn^ii»n:l in hii» ^ Oiiifif? to {>rlhi ^ ttwl tlir llironr wak p]emn«^^ uni! pjcvui^ 
rij umU*r tbr 4il3|vr^'lMon AlUttiti Onrr qJ IMhi^ 

iji m4 MifiniAnEiAtrii by mitivc hlntciriBUM!. For Kliiii rt J/oclKA 

f/iwjiliHi EVmiftn TfrXt, Vd. I, pp. 4O.'L40H,. 

^ fiJniif*, A myri*d : a ram of mmrj eaiwU to 1^,000 Anbtr dithumM (wkkii 

mne about diiA^tbJi^ lets in than tboK d tW Orvdu) And to Hftetn doUijn 

vad AiiatL 
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rupees, which ^ab ^Abbaa^^ King of Feraia^ had sent 
to His late Mcjcsty-as a present by the hand of Zanbil 
Beg, His late Majesty had sent it by ^AUfimi Afpal 
^an to the world-conquering Emperor^ Hia Majesty 
the second Ixjrd of the happy conjunctioUj as a reward 
for subduing the Deccan. At first* the sublime name 
of Bis Majesty, the Lord of happy conjunction^® the 
pole of the Faith and of iCeligion and that of Mirzal 
^ah RulA, and Mliza Ulu^ Beg, were written over 
it. After ^ome time it fell into Shah ‘Abbaa " hand* 
who also put his name on it, and when it was leceivcd 
by His late Majesty^ he added hia own name with that 
of his illustiiouB father. Kow it has receiTe<l fre^b 
light and brightness* and inestimable adornment from 
the exalted name of the King of the seven elmiesp and 
the Emperor of throne and crown.'^ 

The following verse* composed by Saji Mubanmiad Jiln Qfidsi* 
the last line of which gives the date, was written by the order of 
the Emperor, in green enamelled work inside the throne:— 

1* “ How auspicious is the Imperial throne 

Which has been made ready by Divine helpp 

2* On the day w^hen heaven desired to construct it, 

It first melted the gold of the sun. 

3, By the order of the Emperor, the amre of the heaven. 

Was exhausted on ita decoration. 

4. What is the use of gold or of jewels but to decorate this 

thron e ? 

It was the secret of the produce of ocean and mine. 

fi. On account of its ruby which is beyond value, 

The heart of the r^-hpped beloved is uneasy, 

b. Drowns* set with jewels, and rings, holding jewels in 
their eyes^ 

Waited for long (Ut the hope that they) might be set 
in its supports. 


U ol PiMiin. (A, D. 15SS—^1028). Ha vm a isontcmpctrary td the 

Kaipcror JaMn^lr. 

irpfd« /irajiol jValOiiT Are found in it® ttjt. li woa a term lu^ fijr JjiliAn- 
(flr Alter fai» tlrtkth Ami literAjlj ** r®rttmg in pAndist^'^ 

■He lefeiA ta Titti'St wLfi la CiADed “ Oifdji.^ Kww thr ^Oa! ia pruiUnl 
hy mictAke. '' 

la kii poetic aI tuiixic. He waa in SiLhjali&n'i mnA 

died la A. H. iOTd^ (A. D, \M&}, Ore J^wpvtphk&i T. W. B&aie^ Loadem, 

ISM. 

■ tb^ for ibe fvmlA. 
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7. The world hod ^ooio so short of gold on account of 

its use in the throne^ 

That the purse of the earth was empty of treasure. 

8. Sh(»u]d the sky succeed in reaching the foot of the throne, 

It will offer to it the sun and moon as a gift. 

9. The august personage who rubbed his head on its base. 

Had to add heaven as a step to (approach) the throne. 

10. The tribute of ocean and mine is its robe i 

The shadow of it is (like) the shelter of the Divine 
throne and seat. 

11. It is decorated with various jewels: 

Its every particle is a tamp to the world. 

12. In its sides there arc lluwcrs of azuie'like colour. 

Shedding light tike the tamp from tdount Sinai 

1.^. As his (Solomon’s) hand could nut reach it, 

lie set the precious atone of his ring on its steps. 

14. A dark night by the lustre of its rubies and pearls. 

Can lend stem to a hundred skies, 

15. ^As it kisses the foot of Sb£hjaha.n, 

So its rank is above the heavens. 

16. The beatower of the world, and the prosperous king, 

Spends the tribute of the whole earth on one throne. 

17. Almighty Ailali who exalted the heavenly Throne and 

l^at, 

Can make auen a throne, through His Divine Power. 

18. As tong ss a trace remains of existeace and space, 

ShahjahOu shall continue to sit on the throne. 

IU. .May such a throne be his seat every day, 

M'hich has the tribute of seven climes under one of 
its steps. 

20. When the tongue asked the heart fur its date, 

It replied, “ This is the throue of the Just Emperor.”^ 

Tbe chronograiii Aura»ff-i-lS^a&wa^a/i-l-*Adi {gives the date 
A. H, 1044 (.4, D . 1634} . 

It is well known that the Peacock Throne was taken to Pcisiu * 


A'SfM. VttL I. Part It. i»]i. TH-SJ. Aktt ■« VoL 1. 

pp. 4U6.4to. 

fscjai SSdiii •, Aitc. JraSjjiini.l.6'aiani. VqI. 1, p. 'tUS. 
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by Nadir Shah in A. H- U52 (A, D. 17A0).' The white marble 
dais, on which it is said to have i.-ated, was icmoved Jrom the 
central room dmhvfr the viait of the Prince of Vuiloi* in 1870 nnd 
placed in the eusl ekle of the hall where it now aUndB. to 

DeVii, Keone, p. 134.) 

The entrance to the J^AAlllAM, or batha^ faces the north wail 
of the Dlwan-i-WiAsa, the two rooms on either side being Bsid hr 
tradition to have been 'i^ed aa batbfi for the roTAl children. The 
baths consist of three main apurtmente divided by corridors, the 
pavetnente* reaerYoirs, rapniir j^lnba i^nd hjgrif >eing 

of marble inlaid witli vari-coloiired stones. The apartment lacing 
the river was laiown of* the the apartment wherein 

camientei were re moved ^ stud cnutaiii.^ two fountain bHeina^ one 
for the use of tlic nwe-wnter spray ’" being ol special interest. 


»T 1 » fqUt«rit« from ( VoL 1 p(. ifcil- 2 | 

tl» O. N. K-e., VJU A»pr\ kl (»«■ Thro™- (he 

* i*rr&A * U tftiU - 

“ hi thi> r|i)na*nw. t.lt with tllf groWIWS Ptfimtion ih-t IlmiirjlJ T^ht-i- 

Tkjim liiul » vBfv ihjuJttwy coiiftKCtion, il (wy nt nJl, With Uw pltuhPml 
tnuuiuri** <rf Dnllit. I turned to ?!Ont*mpcf*na™i» rrconk J lound in «*!• 
Vd. ii, p. r>, Itet Xjjdir ^ w« ^ food nf tte 
t™] ri^eMh Throw of tte Giwtt Mi«e] that ho mi 
it niMh- In oihrr joBT.!*- Thin Pft two IVwoek Throne, to b. .h'niD^fd 
hi.* d«.«h MJd ^ wnluty. * c^tropte which in 

the Miartlu Mid vluJoBW* of thow ti»rti would bOTe b^n m ifiiijU no n^ly 

owiinTlWS tel it loit thD TnUit l-TlWUi Illfio*p3*i0«3. « umi-r m cireiun- 
.UtU-iw oonhl the iMtor In- ili^crihed „ du^H'.t* ol T.vejuui.r. nnpiwl. 
Kiw li^wfiVtrT. I ^lUiM' u in >riwfi ivnotruiii ib Wlurh 

he irteltio™ thmt on <Jd Kunl toW hit.) in il«2; th^* when ^Mlit Sheh wiu 
amnkted .ltd hw tMiilt iiluitdeti-d. llw iV^k Thr™^l the uf 

P,^ (i=ll inlo O'lt liun.i^ IU1.I Wl^^¥■ 1««1 U) pi««* Mid doTded oo the .pot. 
Any Kunl Utiuht cwlMnly liMti' 1*01) trmted to ht^H* »™h OB ohjeei M> 
ihr P^wsw-’k TliHKin ill the iiiwnononimw dinner here dfiwnibed, *nd, u- 
suniiiui tin* vrrtcSty of thU imrtkiiliir Kunl. 1 wiiin««Hl with nonr dnliuht 
tlio of tlw 11»I PeM-Ock ThrrtW, or OW of the two. frem tli,. 

iiCFDe'+ 

A b. Morirf’. Mwount h-f ™w «t mr tWokityf 0,«t (h.- TnkLl i TW. 

* >1 Ttihroii mii»t bo a inodrfn utrocluto olter ikll. In iIh- sjini.- jirtmoup win. 1. 
rlSM^qwitfed in > IWtnOte. ho «l<l»s ’ It the }biyt») H i«lJ U, Wr 

MMt IWtiOO fomoiM' (eHUiTuhtnl .t the begniluD* of the wBluiy to AtH.^il 
HlOJJUOti'n temn elTM-ly iinplyii.« ‘h.‘ ?,.*’• *"*' 

nroTiulpd .1 Tohraft, whkb wm Iw muto (ikoty to be the ^ With ■ new 
Lwi wHh Ml oW f*hrio. Wld which won eatiemciy Unllkoly lo hovo bwn 
bTce* with «t dbjort e«md .«in pluuHcr from n rem^ i^n^- nwrnly 
ivi™ before. At thb rt-r* wWfOtdmRty. I refoned my iJc«^ for mlutioih 
1 litji*tf ftitti after an irtlerv*! ul *Qii» WM inte'ioifH Mill 1,1 

r.^eirro;atoId to hcitr. on the mitbority ol the. Or^d VPlrf Mul Ibo 
^™or^ioirt«^fKur^ AflMr,.t ** ' «t.pcct*d. tbo Tokht-i-TtoU. 


former MioLrtor lor KurelijB 
. 1 b"""'- Owl n b— 


i "I*-- 


rff*T 


dt lb« nstsdlji nl i:k- tniMirif. ttd ol 


1% 
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The marble lattlee work of the window still exists, as do some of 
the old panes of colonred glass^ too vivid in tone to be artistic. 
Id the next apartment there is a central basin only. Tills could 
be nse<l for hot or cold baths as desired. A marble couch of pleas¬ 
ing design stili remains to show the character of the httings such 
chambers contained. The westernmost compartment, used for the 
liot baths only, possesses a vapour slab of singular beauty, the 
heating arrangozueuts being in the west \culL Li^^ht was aduutted 
to these two apartments by win<lows of stained glass os in the 
cose of the east compartment. According in ^fib Nawuif KhiLut 
the warm bath wm mlaid with precious stones, and the square 
cold water reservoir adjoining had a jet of gold at each of its four 
corners.* The baths were a favourite resort of the .Mughal Emperors 
and in them buainesfl of a most iinportniit character was often 
transacted. Sir Thomas Roe viaited iahSnjpr in the Hammam 
in the palace at Agra, In the cold season they were also usedp 
being ivarmed by means of stoves, Sayyid Ahmad atatea that 
the Hammam, or baths, in the Palace at Delhi were never used 
after the reigns of Sl^johon and AurangKeb. He adds that 125 
maunds of luewcKxl were required to heat them. 

The body of the MOTl MASdlD or Pearl Mosque measures 
some 40' 0' X 30" 0' and from floor to roof, 25 0^* Jingrailed 
arches standing on a plinth feet high, support the roof of the 
building. The marble domes have replaced the original ones, 
c^ered wdth gilded copper. This material shared the same fate 
a ter the Mutiny (during which the mosque was damaged by a 


ii n&t AO lindiAo Uiron«i at All It wu ooiiiftnjiel^Kl liv Mo^aihitihI 14 iuviii 
KhiLo, Sidr dt (High Ptini) of for Fath .\li Sfaikh wIu^ti the lAtl«r 

nurHed ao bfAhAti :^auiig wh«ei pop^ilir Hobiiquci. for tom# imox- 
pIjiiiHMl wAoiir vu TtfcOtts ^Aiiiim, OT ihc lAdy. THn Kini; lh 

furtW Mid to ha-sTr ht^n la miwh d^ll^tr^l with I be ibAt h 

riiAcJe A liiitnArkabty prominrni foAtiirn in tlir c^rrmnnkA ttinl commoikiy n-tiniH* 
u|Mm muriip-, tlw^reforfr^ at one- ivU flwoti^i. ikiwii ith? whuk» 

uf ttttj biiUiiutt bi-jiuibwi^ which tuu *TSntAiin?i! innotni cif writ^ra, jirnJ pro- 
videnj iimtcjiiii for of glo^Fin^ rbofoni^ Fmm thv jwijui* liJithoHiim I 

h amrtl that tlwi I^Accx-.k 'jliTonc uf Nndif :l^hnb (i.f., tbi^ tciirrlvor 

o( tLr* two foCiQliiilMj wm diAonvfrwl in a brj^^u dbWli aihI pki^cfmo«| 
liots by AgtiA Moh&miiiml f^hAfa^ who eitm'ted it rtlofi;! with manj otlicr 
of the coa£|iicrqr^fl jowfdn by bintnl tfirtiirp from bin blijid grAJiaton ^hali 
Hiikli At HnUud. mod tJmn liAd th« v^ijvvred portioiiK of it mmdi- up into 
tbc tbrfflMs of mod^rp AbAp<i And ntyle* wMch now piUtiibi ot tbo cn+l of the 
mjw ^ruBctint La tbp paIka At T^-hrun, And to which [ hAVo Aflodod In tny 
ikwcriplioci of tb»t ApArioKiat In thi* ohiir* Ihtitfaa?. m td bo (cund Ibo 
■ola Attrriviog mauumtA of i tut GrcAt ^logoTi Tbranp^ mnd ibu wed' 

dioj? prwnl of Fwth AIL SIiaIi mnjit dw^VSi! from the poidtion which it bjti 
UAurpeU ia Ibe nAJimtivo of oTfiry writFr in thk cvntiiryp without ojideptidji^ 
who bAB Aliudod to 

^ Doide Ld Didbl Keoin-t ft 135. 
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pin OS ihat whinli covered the dome of the Mu them man 
fiufj, Hiid the of the DTwilii-t-Khflw^. The prE^nt murble 

dorixes^ whirh were iidded ad^.v the Miituiy^ are iinfortiinately 
mit of proportion to the biiitdin^. The original copper dome^ 
appiMf to imre l>een eonaiderably amallor. Carr Stephen gives 
1070 A. R (ifloO A. D.) as the dete of this building, while the coU' 
teniporary historian of Aunuig^cb gives 1073 A. 11. as the date 
of the coiupletiou of the main structure* the decoration being 
finished a year later, ^ilhinhrm seema to have built no pUoe 
of worship lit the Port and was wont to repair to the JTimi" .^lasjid. 
The devout Aurang^^bi however* ulwaya/^ as the htstorian says, 
inchued to attend devotiona,.... .wished that* near the private 
bed-chamber, a similJ mosque should be built, and a graceful phn^e 
ijf worship erected, so that at various times of the day and night, 
after a short walk from the blessed bed-chainbfir to the sacred 
place of worship, he might partake of the service of holy God and 
the worship of the Lord of Lords at his ease, and without the 
trouble of a retinue or long journey. Therefore to the nurth of 
the blcsse<l tJhiiFil-Khana, bidween the buUJini^ of this heautiftil 
and glorious palace, and its paredjse-like garden (known by the 
name of Ba jdi^u a piece of Innd was selected for this noble 

ciIiHce* and with the Divine assbdiance an auspicious mosque ol 
white martaJe was buUt/' The foundations were laid by the Em¬ 
peror’s orders on the 3rd day of ilabl'u-di-ThSni* ivhile he was 
ahooting and hunting on the bank of the river Gangev^/* The 
date of the completion of thie holy buildlns^—the abode of angeE— 
was discovered bv *Aqil Khiln, the ablest servant of the Court, 
in the foUo^ving vct§e ol the Qurin * — 

** Verily the places of worship are set apart unto trod; 
wherefore invoke not any other therein* together with 

The abovementioned chronogram was* the historian adeb^ 
approved by the Emperor* and “ according to the supreme order 
it was carved In a stone slab In that holy place/* The inscrip¬ 
tion is unfortunately no longer traceable. 

There is a A!pg_Masjicl (Pearl Mosque) in the Fort at Agm and 
another in the Fort at Lwhere. 

The HlliA ilAHAL, the ttmall maible pavilion immediately to 
the north of the baths, measures 2*2' 5' north and south by W S' 
ea^t and west* and has three <ipen arches on each face. It was 
built by ^hadux Bhah II* 1’he work shows the contrast in the 


^ &ik'« iTmn, p. LiOivion* 1S9T. 
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{[HElity of late Mughnl rtrehitecsturt?, m ^-cjinpHix'd with that of thfj 
IHurifxl of Shahjahan, 

The inArhle pavilion wbkrh tin front uf the,MljAH 

111'R+r ia ijf Hingular hc«atity, aithtHigii alreaily fthtiwiiig aigna of tho 
cloGodonoo in architat^turo which culininated in tlie reign of Aiirang- 
[t iiieaBiuea mim 03' 3* eaat ant] weat by 32' O'' north anti 
aoutJj. The centre of the north wall is occupied by a marble water 
t^ktcatle of pleading design, which alDpea into a ‘ BcoUopetl" marble 
basiu. For many yearn after the Mutiny the btiilding aerved aa an 
oJlicer^a nesidenee^ but in jta conHervatjon was tiiketi np» the 
marble c^iaeade being reconstructed and modem additiona removed, 
'['he ^■^lrthfluake of 1&04 m damaged the atructiLne that it was nece.“5- 
aaty to take it almoitt entirely down and rebuild it. The bufj 
laihiiid the marble pavilion ia an ixitagonal Htmeture two storeys 
in height and formerly crowned by a domed cupola of similar design 
tfj that im the Asad Buij^ which stands at the south-east corner 
of the Port^ In Lieutenant Franklin's account of Delhi (i-laiuJ-ic 
Re^earch^/^} he say.*! that in the Shah Bang^ or royal gardensp is 
a very lar^e octagon room which looks towards the river Jiinma. 
This room is called the Shah Boorj, or royal tower ; it is linecl ivith 
marble: and from the window of it the late Heir-apparent.. Mirsrn 
diiwan Bukht fJawfln Bakht) made his escape in the year \1S4. 
when he fled to Lucknow ; and aa the height is iiiLonsidemble, 
effected it with ease.'' A great part of tlila noble pakee,' adds 
the writer, has suffered much by the destructive ravages of the 
lute iiivaders. The Rohillaa in particular, who were introduced by 
(Iholanm Kauder (Ghuiim Qudir) have stripped many of the rooms 
of their marble ornaments, and pavements, and have even picked 
out the stones from the borders of many of the floorings.''^ They 
also passed three days digging up the floors for treasure which 
they supposed Lad been hidden by the Emperor ^iih *Alam in 
the palace. The graas terrace between this pavilion and the tiam- 
milm was laid out as it now exists in HMI, and the Oim Battejy% 
formerly in its centra, has now been removed (19I4>. The Nshr-i- 
Bihi^tp the famous canal which supplied the many fountains and 
wa^'r chaunels of the Palace, also served this budding and thence 
proceeded along the entire length of the east wall. 

Keene {Fall of the Moghul Emp^re^ p. 140) seems to infer that 
it was from the RohmgUfh that Jawfiii BalAt* escaped, after aecietly 

^ rv\ l^omianp ITfHL 

’ Jfewln WM uixinu io iiifcirm tbi* Britub -UoT^rngir, u^wly mrived At L4Jck' 

flow* of Ibc fEiOfUrrlT of aSminf «t DfJhi^ flofw^ofnt un Jippointment of Afi44- 

wlm had bf^n eroal«d iT mlnf-f-rraani. fir firtini^r nobt oJf thr re*Jni, hy ^JjAb 
'' Alun, threngh ihf iewtigHticin of tint siil«r of th^ deo«Me4 pitemior, Muicli Xaimi 
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departing from ids chiiniber in the Palace nnd passiiig from the 
roof of one building to the roof of another untU he reached the 
aqueduct {Nahr-i-FajjK, a canal of old foundation restored to uae 
bv ^&hjahlin on hU Wilding the Fort) which crossed the garden 
liiiySt Bakhsli, '* The night was wtormy, and the prince Hufforing 
from fever, but be found a breach where the canal issued, by which 
1)6 got to the rampart of the Salimgarh. Here he dE^cended by 
means of a rope and joined bia frienda on the river sands/’ 

Bishop Heber, visiting Delhi in 1834'*2j>, remarks on '* a bi'Otiti’ 
Fid octagonal pavilion at the end of the terrace, also nf rnarble, 
lined with the same mosaic flowers ns in the room wliich I lits>t 
saw, with a marble fountain in its eentre. imd a beautiful hath 
in a recess at one of its sides. The windows of this pavilion, which 
ifl raised to the height of the city wall, comrnainl A good viciv, 
Delhi and its neighbourhood.* But all was, when we aaw it, dirty, 
lonely, and wretched; the bath and fountain dry; the inlaid pave¬ 
ment hidden with l'[uiilier luid gardener’s sweepings, and the wuIIk 
stained with the ilung of birds and bats.”* 

The ASAD BUItT, situated on the south-eaat comer of the 
Fort, is of similar design to the Shah Biirj but without a fronting 
marble pavilion, and was much damaged in 1803, when the city 
was defended by Colonel Ochfcerlony against ffamath Ohela. It 
was considerably tepatred by Akhar 11. 

Only one half of tJie original lirea of this garden exists at pre¬ 
sent. its western portion bemg occupied by .the military baiTBcks, 
The gJirflen was Wmnded on the north and south by a range of 
buildmgs with the * Bawan ' and ' Rhadon ' pavilions as the central 
features, while tenuiuating the ends of the main causewayB, run¬ 
ning e!Wt and west from tlie central tank, were other marble pavi¬ 
lions, that on the east temace being known &s the Moti Malml “ 
West again ^if the Hayflt Ba tdiHb gardens lay the Mahtab Bagii 
(^nlen of moonlight},*and thia extendtsl up to the line of the 
areuded street running northwards from the square in front of 
the Naubat l^lna (see page 8), The site of this^t-nsmed gatden 
is now the barrack square ajid^ although all its pavilioiifi have 
gone, it is more than probable that a clearance of the surface earth 
will reveal traces of the old parterres and water causeways. The 


^ Thp rSAo^H ftn tUfi rodt W** ippronlly tftkcn lo StHnit «Qinr 2S jflWl mhI hs- 

^ I h Lgindmi, 1821 ^ 

hm diMppriUTd* tanly m ^^w Lr?™ nf It* jnundutioifli coming lo light 
nn ihc lemm *1 nf tjw Citm which till r?wlHly *t thil ipot- It i* iholfirk 

Ifl iAii ilffcwilig* of tbo Wall of Hus Filffci 
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ladiati hiatormti* *a ar;coiiat of the Flayilt Bajdvjl garden will be of 
interest. 

“This tramdiko’ HlySt liakhJi j^rdcii, which, hy the display 
of its beautifttl ftowcr-heds, of the various |:^eti plants, and blessed 
flowers, and bv the running water channels facing the garden, in 
the nami* of itoly (iod, is a garden. The wave of its fresh grass 
has surjiASsed the roses, and the fruitful trees of divers ' kinds are 
interlaced w'ith each other in such a way that the sky is not any^ 
where visible he neat li them, EspeciaDy does the tank in its centre, 
which is fif> by flfi ^az, shine as a sun-tike mirror with its wav¬ 
ing light, and it is decorated with forty-nine ailvcr ]ete, besides 
112 more jets which play ronnii it. In all its four avenues, each 
of which is made of red sandstone, and completed with a breadth 
of 20 gaz, there is a channel 6 ffoz broad, which flows with 30 play¬ 
ing fountains in its centre. At the left and right (sides) of this 
garden two charming hnildinga (jSstCBB® and decorated 

with pictures and paintings like the enainelled throne of the Queen 
of Shaiba. or like Solomon’s throne studded with emeralds, have 
been built. Through the two water-ways of the tanks whicli arc 
made in the centre of these hnildingB, the water is constantly burst¬ 
ing forth griit'cfully, and from the edge of their platforms, which 
have the height of (from the gcouod), it falls into the tank 

below in the form of a cascade. In the niches, flower-vases of 
gold and silver, full of golden flowers, arc placed during the day 
time, and at night, white was candles which appear like the stars 
in the thin elends, are lighted and placed inside the veil of water,”^ 

Bishop fieber says “ the gardens are not large, hut, in their 
way, must have been estremely beautifnl. They are full of very 
old orange and other fruit tre^, with terraces and parterres, on 
which many rose bushes were growing, and even now (January), 
a few jonquils in flower.” 

The ZtiUr ,’^lahal—the red sandstone pavilion in the centre of 
tbe main tank, was built by Bahadur ^fih 11, the last Mu^al 
Emperor, y^ifur licing his poetical name, 

Sayj'id All mad in his account of this building says that, “ on 


* Iruii u tth^ iiunr of & ffthuloiii g^onfon, fflnlQUi iti cttsV-ni pHC»;lry+ tt niid to hATn 
binrik ||pliinn<^i by SItiMtflid, nnii of'^A ilL in rtHulKl iciH tbts ptrvirili tJf IWfLiilBr. 

n Hinrii nionth t4m»pohf1lhp^ to An\y mr\ AiigiutI, Ihe imt iTimilh Ihi' 

riitny jw-oMCiiL 

* Wiii4/3H, 4h iiitjflth lo AtiKruHt hiiiI tbe khuihJ lUcHitli 

of tbo riuivy h-hHTfCL 

^ Fdk SibjykL jVL^iniiiS Kived tlhi iiiime flnKinptiioii, iimi it Ia * 

Tinry Ubnly tbji£ tbe w<}rk ip hui ntal KiaroiiL ( Jl, 

pp, l^Bbnpafn, 
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oiHS Bide A bridge for ingress ntid egreBs lim been built/^* T]m 
tuvs dlBappeAredj and the pavilion n^ noiv little to coinmeud it 
to notice. 

Tlie aame historian also writes : '' Jn the middle of this garden 
[the y.ayat BalA^) a large canal flows very pleasantly* llh* 
Exalted ^Majeaty iSiraju-d-iJiii Muhainniad Bahniinr ^ali has now 
made a jhaniu - ol red stone near the canal towards the weat^ like 
that of the Qutb Bfiliibp^ and the garden biis l>een much improved 
by this. In this garden theiie is u holy ff>yt[irint (yadam 

To the south'® of the KayHt Bakhdi garden atoud a Hinall inosqiic 
—a later addition—commonly known as the ^obl Masjid'' or 
VVoodeu Mosque. Itexist^Kl up to the time tif the Mutiny of 1857| 
as we find it mentioned in i^ayyid A h mad’s work, but no trace of 
it m now left. It is ilesoFibed in the following words:— 

This mosque wm built by King Ahaiad ^ah lu A. H. 1104 
(A^ li*J7o0)s and being yuppoiinxl by coluriinH and urchee of wuod^ 
woa known by the name ^'iniob! Masjid.” 

It vvoa entirely ruined, but was re-built iu A- H* IMl (A* 1). 
IH50) at Govemnient expenaii.”** 

On the on trance of the mosque was the foUowmg inscription" :— 
“ This mosque waa built by the King, Brotcotor of the faith 
Who received help from Ulvine power* 

Whoever jierforma the protitrations of supplication there 
Is sure to be guided by the light of woralijp* 

The foot of wisdom slipped m astouisbmeut 
When lie began to deliberate upon the date. 

The angel, through very pride was thus mspired ; 

* The mosque of Alimad has attained the rank of the Zodiac 
sign. 

Year 11^4.* 

^ At^^ru-^^Stinadldt. CliaptDr 11, \h LuckticvW, 1 STS. 
a kind of ahuwi^f WUit aT wiKcr-iiiiL 

^Thif BUtbEiir k |jf!fbfip!i niferriiiig to oh^Us in thn Jhama Uarilcn al Alahraiil^^ in 
vrkkh tha Eiu|iorar i^ddnC umne- builiUn^ 

Luciknow^ JST4,11ia|3ter lb ^ 2lh It nhonld Im? mmf-mlwria. tVmt Qailufa 
lltorally & eianred betv mc«lla thi" foot print v( tllc? rtHj|ihcl. Atiat prabatily 
it U the? same 'nrhioh wom kn|vt in tho IMht iiliuiiruwi n.nH ■#&» rr-Hiiitly 

to tko DoUii Miueuiu \jl AitihK>alD^% If?! Noi* C* ^ anti Mamtm 

■ the uld iuBp qf tliF Fart in tlk<^ IWiliii .^luH^iun qi Aivkanql^;^- No. K. % 
eii^ CaWnjMrfiv 1904^ <1inpt^?r IU, |l 

^Thb iiuorlption m lateen fram A T, VS', jt 332, when? 

U in ooiupami;l witk thiU reoordod in J jfijdfii-f-ijcia 1^* Lumkaow^ 1^74, Chapter 11^ 
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The hiatory of the CANAL, by whicJi ^iihjalifiii biought water 
to the_ l‘'ort from a priint thirty Aw' Jtigfier up the river is of no 
little interest, and ia time traced by the authors of 
(httam ami To the canal he gave the tin me Nnhr-i- 

Billiot,® It is said that it wan origiDalJy the work of ^itth 

Mialji in A. JL UtH {12f(| A, ]>.) and that he brought tlie canal from 
the rfmmia near j^ijtrulnltl to Sjifaifiun,'* * his hunting ground, a 
distance of H(t Aw from its starting point. After his death it be¬ 
came dry but was cleared by ^ihilfm-d-Din Ahmad ^an, Uov- 
ernor of JJelhi in the time of Akbar He rerjmstened the canal 
Nahr-i-Sliihab after liiiuself, and used it for l>riuging water to his 
estate in A. H. iUiSJ (l.ifll A. ]>,)* It again hecjime neglected, but 
in A. H. KMti {Hi38 A. D.) Sliiilijahnn ordered it to lie eleared as 
far as Saifaldun and brought thence to the Fort at He I hi.* J^ayyid 
Ah mail in his dcBcriptioii states that “ it had Ivecoiue ilry again, 
but that in A. II. 123ti (I8^t A. IL), it was repaired anti clearetl 
by orfler of Ifovernmerit, and from that time it continues to nm 
for the common benefit.”® 

SAf#TM(.f-VlJ If was built by Salim Shiiii. son and successor of 
Slier Shilh. aa a defence against the approach of HunulWm (lr»-m 
A. H.), the whole circuit of the walls being aliout three tiiiarters 
of a mile. Originally protected by nineteen bastions and said to 
have coflt 4 Aac^, it was still unfinished at Salim Hhah's death in 
l55tJ, and was. thereafter, consigned to neglect. Carr Stephen 
{Archaxiiogtf of Ddhi, n. lib'}) states that “eighty yean* later (t.e,, 
after the death of Salim Shilhl Farid Khan, utherwist; known as 
MurturA Khan, an Amir who AouHshed in the reigns of Akbar and 


* Koif in nmiihSy to cnikig, 

^ Vfil. 111. 4€Hi. Sw? aIau tltd.. 

t1iA|K IL lKr>*. 

^ KulfiiHlrut M thfmn an tk- lnii[i jiLdui e-'i milrn norlh-wcat hy thorlh yf })t.4UU in Jinc! 
Htatc-i- 

* Vd. UK 46-14 

■Til** d ihut Em%d, n»w krwjwn im tlii" WtiKiurm -Kimiift Cuml, Viitii iIk 

hmiL'hAt Aiiibfkliw KitrEmK Hiiutar. UuJll«k, Ik^lhi kiiiI yf tk 

NAtivi* tfcf E'Alijda, ilind Wirl Hikmir k inivi^n tut rf43fiW|fe m nmd dr*trij^ 

iinb »f fMrvrVmcM Camih in ihf by Mr. J, .1, ( 1 jiEienav Uovirn- 

ttienl PrvKs. ppi 1 - 3 );— 

.1. />. VJ5/. — Thi' Kmfterrjr Fimt Hbab ulilLmi tlw nhHulKii|' tci Vi atpr 

tfi H&Ektti nnil HiHinir. 

AhrtMi A, IK ttfidr — WuN-r r^wPctE to IloW liojoflil fk tojirlK of Kiiatlkilp iM*nr Kariml. 
A. fK — Tik^ Empen IT Akbar ri-^^:iEiavMti'iil Hit' viwk tA Kiro* and brnia^ht a impply 
Irolll tk JumiiA ftEi'l Ik Somb mlo ihv (llAilliui^ an to Z^Allai Anri Hbul. A thIuaIjIc 
by Akbiir till thin wixk txiAk. 
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JahtTnjj^Ir, sGeiua tc havo obtained Sallmgarh, with other posses^ 
aionii aJoug the banka of the Jumna, in grsat from Akbar, and he 
built housca in this fort,” In 1828 these buildings were in a com¬ 
plete state of ruin, but a two-storeyed pavilion and a well stocked 
garden were atill preserved with care by Akbar Uj wiio occasionally 
used to take an airiug here undisturbed by the puhUc. It wm 
here in August 1788 that the helpless Emperor ^iih 'Alain was 
imprisoned after being blinded by the llohiJla brigand, Ohulam 
tjadir (Keene, p. 19), and some months afterwards the latter escap¬ 
ed through ffaltnigarh with his followers, crossing the dve arched 
bridge w'hich connected it with lAl Qolah, or the fort of Shahja- 
hanabad. The bridge, built by Jahangir to connect tjaliuigaph 
with the main land, was demolished to make way for the present 


A. D. — AIL Alajtjiiit, tEici faJUi^Uiti unjdiM.'cr of tl|i> Em^Tur 

dwvf a ciliibI to D*Ah\f fitnl by w&y ttf iTolikiu, donK & natiirnl tt^pn-firiitkEk 
by A miJti iltmin, wjid wlkpo ^hjs fnikHj, by Way of Pmnipiit ttntl ^nnipat. TIh.^ rxmi &f 
thifl work ia ropoiinl io bovti v«!ty' gfitat, and CDiufdcrftbki an^ncdurij^ tklil wiu 

A tW .—WftftF ccfucd to Ttincli Hiuiiuw! (Hmbd-Hiwxu:)', 
i 74^K^F\i!fW coBA?d ftt S&faMqn cm Fircii k^hoh'tt Iido. 

— lleihi Errikndb vvamiA Iq Ihm, ufviii|p lo |kq|itki^ dinl Ujlpi.iikv* mad (l«f 
ilitioultk'^ pxperfc!>nci>tl in rffidont inikiiilc?iuint i% eftitci’iiUy Ht t|if^ bt-aiL 

iSlO .—Firet ilirvcyi iqfldt by Hriti^b GoviTliniwit fqr u n^tonTBLiem, of ttw.' Ik'llli Lriiin(3h, 
—C'afvtaiii Blnir appoinl’f^ tq mtofi? fbq JXilJii Lfandb. 
bfjLntib mupviiqil. 
oiK« mofti qntdTecI IMIiL 

IS* 2 ^.—Bmturraf iDJt of thci lliuiiL Jiriuicb (Firo^'fl ) 

— Honai brniKib rrupcluGd, vXQ., oEfl-, 

Of the oitrikT fiqEwim(* With im'd be nftini Vlrt^ Whiih^P caiwJ by wok'll Ik^ Hoiui branfb 
kfjqir Datr^i, wjyt Icituwn, vh llttlp mofv thpiii a moiiNoopi supply dkiuhiki^b whlrll wojs 
]i?t| iJown A limJrwi^ hpd to tndk# At Uvm AwI HWar^ Lhp rqyAli mudpi}k'f>t«. 

AJebaffi CAJiiJ Wm tmdoublqdJy a fiqrrmijAl chnnorl- Tho tAn tkEH'icht IfTpcIg^eM ni 
Kurrukl and Saf AiJoii Ccstify td tlLisr and tlwlF is no rraann Id doubt dn.' };if>.riUtnrFiir44A of 
iko scirMlcf^ by Aicbat, wbk?b is dAtod ^bAa-waJ A. H- nri:QL[kqrr wbrtf Akbor wjim 
at tkq iLmr. Tiliiil HUn&d okally alateft that fkc al«t Wh Io be obtaituibk'' iiVII tht' ^taf 
roond." Tfar cXistonCf]i of a ay'slf^n? of WHl<>r~Co4lfaoS [iqjnU t • tin* h&uk' foot^ 

No Bueb mitHCfl fxifltofi In thii k-hiijiiwd l^inu^lit do'A'q by FircA, 

* All caimJ wm indctsl a grtAt ongiFMvHikg undcTtukinjt^ Tlw rivor xufiply 

coiiiid^ iluwn t\m right bank of tho .fumna wait byfiik?!it up AnnuoiSy at Fali^h^arb iwar 
Dodlipur, about. 14 miJw klow Tajawola- Tbci liw follow^ wm thn rlrairmi^ at the 
foot ^ iku higll laud qf tbo right bank. Hov^qrAl cuta ikroogh tlir high laiwl 

hod to bo made, I^roinAj?* and wapea were foiriy provided for, Tk-* “ [Skik-hoddar 
oituqiliiPt near Urlki taking Itws eamd *kver tks Najalsarh jhii draiii. maI ojuXtn^ nt Ifckf 
soroo time AS A waste w^eir* wo* a rAginetring feat %t tbs tiinp- ITiq toloJ Icngl h 
of thr AqillL^luqt h ft't't, TklckuriW^ of i^ftiud iiooT ftJtt. watiwway ItJ fwE at \wd^ 
and It* f«]t At tojt of Iiarain^tii, which Wfllf A fwt ft iiscbea high— ftU c^airiHl tuaiutiva 
3 fwit thick pk*nt wN b itqi-wakm ami Mvk^ 3 spAii t^wr the droinA^". This work 
vaA repaired by -tlh? firifish * kov^nirneiit wifh slight muifiik'aiii.Krw when ilie fpraiiL'h was 
qpcnid to Llulllt ‘m JM^Cl Tim wutor rale Appears to kavo kwn rejgEdaletl by Iko timo 
l^t tko qutkts remained open, ft is alalerl I bat I ornicd peuiks and fitJO bcnuca wm 
mAjntoitiod ou Lbo oslabiyinjont. The u«i mrenuo from the Dnaalt was luokoiHd equal 









'DGLHI FORT : A GUIDE TO THE 




raihvAy bridge^ but an jn^criptlun from it uj KtilJ preserved in the 
Muiwum. TJio truiislati'uii is ns follows:— 

* By the onlcr of tlie King of the seven clintcs^ the hlmperor 
{who rules) with equity, justiee and goixl government, 

Jah&nglr, the son of hliuperor Akbar, whose swowl has 
subdued the world, 

When this bridge ivas built in Delhi, the praises of vt'hich 
cannot be expressed, 

b or the date of its completion wisdom spoke thus; ' TJie 

bridge of the liiiiipeFur of Delhi, (named) Jahangir.’ ” 

The Value of the jetters of this thronogram f Put-i-SAahin- 
Ja/iavffir) is equal to A. H. lOSl (A. 1>, 1021). 

The rawmiug of the wonla placed in the margin of tlie original 
inscription is ns follows: (tied hi great.) (Great in His tUoiy) 
{O! the Most Victorious.) (t) I Helper.) (OI Bounteous.) (f) 
IinuiortaL) (In the year 17) (of tho accession) (of Jaliilngir) (Gndcr 
the ninnageineril) (of Husain IJiaiubi). (Written by j^arlf.V 

Another inscription, ^id to have fjetii on the cast aide of the 
nridge, is riscorsied by &ijyJd Alituudp tlie tmnnsliitiDii being wa 
follows:— 


** God ia Greiit.” 

“ It was built by the order of King Kuni-d-Din Jahangir, 
the Great. The year and uuspicious date (of its erec- 
tU}n is found in the following chronogram): An Siralu- 
l-mtistaqhn, ’ That (is the) right path. A. H. IdSJ,” 


The Fort during the Mutiuy, 

The following account has been principallv abstracted from 
Famimwdfl DelJti Past and PresetU, The of Delhi in 18:57 

by Lieu^aut-General Hiindcoek, ^‘ct'eai Cities of Delhi by Gordon 
Hearn, fndian Mutiny Pajiers, Trial of Uahadtir Moh, and Tiro 
aalwe narratives of the Mutiny m Delhi^ translated by C, T. Met- 


’’"r " . ialannuu™ O., tfao Of fbe 

"ir y ™ ikf (f'erf,T» Csnal, AntfA 

/VonnfM, Majal W. t, Bakpr, j!lu|K>iint4>ttilL'Dt ni (‘.{UijiIk, XoftliA^V«trm 
I’VotiMxa; LunUoii, lOia, [n it am (luwiq|ja ul uf Ha- olU MuieHuI 
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calfe fi S J. Only such evente as are connect«l with the Palace 
''“7, w™wlSHVnm ,.te vnri..„. »cco;mt, thnt BaW-jr 

fn.iii ti e hrat, tr^-atc _ fuicstitm of the cict upiition 

.w "f .i„>,, .1,. .vh.. 
'"rT."n from rt. mnUnW —. 

,t. Meerut «n<j nli.! 

h:r™m=“to fi«U for 

KMb d& 4-,i>-.''-X:;' K“the®-^SA S 'X 
«„t«i w™-if !:r 7 :»t™r. & »JlSe J^poy...( 

Mvirtiainiinan Biirj, Be ^ Xiitivo TiiftintTV* adniitt^^cl 

tke ,,»!.« K»a"t-'""".f"'S’ the civil 
the mutineers. ' nf ^ e!tv in order to inter^'iew 

iMithorittes to the (alnitta tfif-lf#>fl hv the senoVR who had 

tkc rehch. hut th. i;«>},™;r^c »Sl 

ejlcctcd »n .'^ Pniscc The Native Infaetrv on jraanl 

the Lahore pate of the l niac^ J , Frai^r, ronimiR- 

refuee.) t„ fi.v ™. t<rtteir heiavieur; he 

&™eS toUuuUli etepe Iclinp re faptuin n-'t-'ff''»™»: 

the ri-! "S’erh;!. dt:i:l« 

1 lil. th™'lil*. i^.„inr OTT-Iinkfl ilir lUj-fit HfiWuJj K“l<’" *j“ 

JTIw luuiifiMrs. rnTiJiy w«> fv '‘,r; ifJlLji,B air^ r.m' liria Iw Uirm ih tt» 

Diwitn-l SiA*. trS ^t ^ ih-, ro,-I r4fT*AlsL^»:^ •‘'"J 

Tiicrt^ id.wj> l>y King; p,Jri frmiui'iiilv pvacitaip synnlrfs^ 

thr repitutnl iii HH'oliJ’ wrlT ?. . 1 , 5 jJ|, nr A^niAtl sjllili' or W^i' ^'"■ 

t lir KlhR. «<■« [^ o’l.Tor tut- n it «« Iiopw-hwli.” Th^ I ilwy-lliip^ 

KXi ’’Cw i:. 

""7;' tdXoeel 11.# . W-rpr. 1- » 'iv “-I™' "< «'■ f'“ 
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tipiitaiis in a fainting condition^ but, on recovering^ gave orders 
for all dootB and windows to be closed. Tlie others in the room 
were Mr. Jennings, the Chapliiin, and a friend» two niatried ladies, 
and two girls, Miss ilennings and Uim OlifTord, who had Ijeen con¬ 
veyed to the Begaiifs Palace for protection. The doors were tlim 
broken in and all the ocenpant^i immediately cut to pieces* *VUe 
flame day two &uf}e(hifs were admitted to a private audience with 
the Emperor as the representatives of the crowds of rebe] soldiery, 
and protested that they would bring tlie revenue of the wliole 
Empire to the Kmg^s trensiir^\"" The news of the death of some 
more officers then reached the Palace, foOowed l)y the arrival of 
o regiment, of cavalry w*ho took lip their position in the court of 
the Diwan-i-^rig?. Many of the men forcibly iutrndixl them¬ 
selves into the presence of the Emperor^ and the interior of the 
Fort became a sia^nc of the wildcat confusion. Orders were issned 
by llakTm Alis^nullah Kliiln to the l^rinccs to assume command 
of the several Throiighotit the whole of the I2th May 

the Palace was thronged with soldiers demanding pay. Formerly 
a silver throne had been kept in tlie Hall of Special Audience on 
which the King used to take Ids seat on special occasions of State: 
but Hiiioe the year 1K42 the pi^entation of the usual offering by 
the Agent to the yovenior (General on occasion of salutes and 
interview.'} had been disallowed. This tbrone w'as then removed 
and placed in a recesa in the pa^^gc behind the King's sitting tooin^ 
and since that time woft in disuse till the 12th Jlay lSi)7, wljcn 
it w"as brought out again, and the King tcxik his seat, on it, as on 
a throne* The Emperor aliso left the h'ort and proceedetl througli 
the city on an elephant to allay the fears of the inhabitants* On 
his return, he found the court of the again full nf 

aoldiens, and pointed out to some of the Mibedars that, hitherto, 
the enclasure had been sacred to Koyjilty alone, and never entoretl 
forcibly by armed men. In the evening of the san^c day he ag^dn 
had cause to complain of <lisrespcct, l>emg addressed by some 
-4/c Bdd^dli I Are Bfiddhr V' ('* f say. King; I saVp you old 
man ; while others i^iiuglit him bv the band or touchcrl his beanL 
Thirty persons had taken ndiige in the undergroiinfl apartments 
of the Raja of Ki^hangarh, and on the IlJth Jilay a few of the,‘«e 
c«ica]>tai, but were rciyiptuitHl and taiken to the hdace. It is said 
that fhe King ordereirl that all the captives should Im> stmt thither, 
but his orders wen* diHn!:gar!ie<L Dn May 14th the Emperor was 
so ilistracted by the turmoil going on around him that he refused 
audience to all. He ordenaj a ^tcarcli to lje made ffir the bodies 
of Mr* Fraser and Cai^ktuin Dougljjs, tluit they might Ijo interred 
ill the Christian burial gnnnMb while the other Isoclies were to l>e 
tliruwn into the river. 
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On May IGtTi, a large dumber of nnitmeera assenUiled before 
the Palace and threatened the Emperor, accusing him of con* 
cealing aoioo forty KiiTopcana. They threatened to aljfinrt Zimit 
Ml dial, the Queen, and hoid lier as a hoatage for tlie Emperor's 
loyalty. On this day, at about II-3D or 10 A.tu,, all the Europeans 
in the Palace^ forty-nine in number, principally women and cJiild- 
reu,’ were murdered in cold bioud near a tank in the centre of the 
square before the Naubat l^rina. The Palace on May 21st wna 
crowded with a howling mob of men demanding pay. 

Bahadur fihah II left the Palace on the 25th and procperled 
to the J.lmi* Miisjid for prayer. The next day a discovery was 
made that aomc one had filled the guns in the Salimgiifh unth 
kankar and stone. Hakim Ah.'umuIIah Kjinii was auapected and 
narrowly escaped udtli his life. 

An unnamed European, dressed as a Hindfi fortune teller, and 
" carrying un alnianai^k,’' was brought into the Palace on the 2f1t]i 
and murdered. 

On .May 3dtli news was received that the mutineers had been 
defeated liy the Englisli at tlie lliudaii, mid nuniliers of woimded 
men apjiearcd tn tlic city. The Emperor hehl a court at night 
and was nituih jierplexed at tlie turn afFaijs had taken. 

News of tJie murder of the English at Bareilly reiielied tlie 
Palace on the 31st, and on the same day tlic King isaned orders 
that he would no longer receive any petitiona In person, but that 
they must he sent to Mabbfib ‘Ali Klian ami IJakim AliBannllah 
News reached the Palace that the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Agnv hud liecn informed of the events at Delhi. 

A levi'e was held on the Srd June attended by “ all the nohles 
of the city.’* 8omc Mu^^ala also presented themselves and asked 
permission to raise the flag of JihM (Itcligioua AVar). 

The sou of one Piya Mai Matsfiri was seized on June Sth, ami 
brought liefore the Emjieror, his father being suspected of provid¬ 
ing the English with supplies. The nest day a petition waa Bciit 
to the Palace for hta releaae on the groumf that Hyu Mai had 
flupplied the mutineers vi itli provisions daily mid in no way be¬ 
friended the English. 

On June lOtli the.Emperor issued a proclamation for the for¬ 
cible opening of nil the shops in the city. The mutineers loat 
heavily in an engagement on the same day, while some Jdu EngliHh 
were killed. Their heaiis were cut off and paraded tlirougli the 


1 Ii k said lhai lin-rf' wk-ft* mly th*- nr mi rapn Ariknnps riM-m. im tar |50 rulHang 
Wfpt ill iht worfc In miiKipr, 
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city. Fifty sepoys seized Itiija Ajit Singli of Patiala and bron^ht 
him as a prisoner before tlic Emperor, fie was tbreatcnerl with 
death imleas lie iisctl his iiifliient'e with liis brother, who was in 
lea^ic with the The HsTja threw himself at the Emperor’s 

feet and implored his protection, find, it being explained that 
there liad been a difference lietween the lirothers for some time, 
his iiiiiiKKliatc release w'as ordereiL 

On dime llth the Emperor urdered one hundred of 

gunpowder to be prepared, being flu>ered by the niarksniansiiip of 
one Qrdi Khun, an artillery' man, ivlio kept up a constant fire on 
the I'biglish. A eonfidentiiil report w'ns received that the tjneen 
of ICiigland, oji receipt of news of the Mutiny, bad ordered the 
despatch of troops. 'J'he next day one Piyiire IjhI was taken 

forcibly before the Empi-ror and charged ivitli supplying sulphur 
trj tlie EngJish. Hahiidur ^dh cxpresjied displeasure at the failure 
of the mutineer.‘i to drive off the ICui'liah. 

On -Tune [1th a mahmtat^ wlio line) wttli liis eleplicint 

from tlie English ciinip^ tniule lih way to tl^e Piihic^j ftiifl the ele- 
plinttt wim apprriprifit^l l>y the linipernr for his own use. The 
fiejct liny seven niiinon fell into the Piilace, The Emperor 

threatetiei] to leave Delhi mid retire to the Qiilli unless the troops 
left tlie oity. 

On June 17th "aeveti mtU with lime' were de.^patehed for 
the repnim of Ssifimgarlt, while n eannon, whieh Jitid been tying at 
the door of fiie P^llllce since the time of ^tilhjaluln, wm iiiouiife<) 
at the Lnltore pi to. It I join g a long mnge pm. it wos in tern Jed 

to annoy the English umrehing from Agm.'* 

An audienee was held on the 2dth aiul attended hy the oflirom 
of tfie Nasrrabad regimenta who hacl iimtinied on the 22nd ; three 
regiments also arrived from Jtillimdhur. Their ofhe-em attendeii 
the aiidlenee and complained that they hail been attacked by 
Patiala troopH, The}" li+iaated that ttiey had killed the CoHei tor of 
Nasiriibrid and had taken his elephant, which they br^mglit with 
them. The Kinperor s^iid that they were Great BalHldurfiy whase 
like Wiis not to be met with.'' 

The ne:st day the gtm of the time of ^Sllijahan was mounted.^ 
Qrdi l^rm, who has^ akeady been referred to, was brought before 
the Emperor on the 24th and cliiirged wltli being in eolliision ivith 
ibe English. Home of Ida allots had apparently gone astray and 
killed some of the mutineeni, A hirge darMr was held on the 
25th at wdilch Bahadur Shfih nciceiveti reports of the state of liiTiiifs, 


* Ruili >0 ^ ikf\ — jip|^>Ai?i ftom thti tm if f Km wiib 4 iJIfT^r- 

f’tit ^^iin ^rrmi tin* ^l^h" ra^ntioiM'^K 
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He adtltessed bhe jfanddr^ of tho sepoys aucI pointed out to them 
tluit they were destroying the kingdom thnt hnJ lusted 500 years, 
adding that after an engagement with the English they always 
returned “ topsy turwy.” He expressed the wish that they should 
all leave the city, and the following day issued a general order to 
this ei!eet. 

On the '28th the leading Lnhahitauts waited on the Emperor 
to pay their respects, A man caught digging a mine in the l*alace, 
in connivance with the English, was blown from a gun at Sallm- 
gafh. Little of importance happened during the next two days 
save the arrival of some SOO ‘ fanatics,’ who presented an elephant 
they had taken from the English, 

On July 2nd Muhammad Baj^t K|iiln, a Bareilly mutineer, 
was appointed Uommauder-in-Chief, and he seems to have be^ 
given full control, not only of the army but of the civil adminis¬ 
tration. 

On the 3rd he attended at the Palace a^ompanled by *' two 
European sergeants who had accompanied his force from Bareilly 
and made themselves very useful.” They had also, it stated, 
pie vented the Europeans at Bareilly blowing away natives from 
guns, They were ordered to report on the various batteries, 
Nothing worthy of especial remark occurred within the next few 
days in the Palace, The daily audience w'as thronged by those 
who complained of being plundered by the mutineers, Un the 
0th a mail at 8aUmgafli had Jus head taken off by a camion ball; 
an order was issued that youths without turbans and_ all anned 
men were to be henceforth excluded from the Diwin-i-jAaiii, A 
levee was hnld in the Uhvan-l-^Amni on the 8tb, The next day 
several Europeans, who ware found concealed in the sofoi of Mah* 
bub ‘AU Khan, were decapitated and their heads laid before the 
Emperor, who gave a reward of 100 rupees to the murderers. 

jOn the 10th Bahadur rMh visited the battery at Sah'mgarh. 
On the 13th he entered the Dlwan-i-aiVsi through the “ j^aipura” 
gate and “ all the nobles of Delhi and officers of the army paid 
their respects.” A regiiuGatal band was in attendance, and re¬ 
ceived two gold umAitri for their services. Five hundred ladders 
were prepared by the orders of Mah mild Baldit l^un, so that the 
sepoys could escape over the wall in the event of the English enter¬ 
ing the city. On the 18th the Emperor entered the Diw5ii-i-‘Amni 
a^ received the salutations of the nobles w'ho were present. The 
next day he visited SaJimgnrh. He was also informed by the 
Conimiinder-in-Chief that an English sergeant and two English 
soldiers had been executed in the river bed. The King, as if 
under a divine inspiration, suddenly said, “ If 1 he altogether 
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vit'toriougp I shall go to Agift after tho victory make a pUgrimam 
tt> Ajmer and visit tlie tomb of Salim ^Tilhtfc (?)/* On the SOtii 
he inspeoted the property of some mindereti Europeans and ordered 
it to be made over to the Begaiiu He visitec.1 Saluiigafh the follow¬ 
ing day and inspected a newly raisKl regiment^ which was given 
the number 5d. The r/anfjdr of the 22nd w^as the occasion of a 
complaint by Baldvt l^an regarding a rumoiiT in oireulation to 
the effect that he was in league with tlie English^ and was in the 
habit of 'UlinldQg home and leaving hk men to fight w^thout 
orders/^ The Emperor assured liim that he trusted him, and 
that he (the King) had no cause for enmity with the English, 
but felt that he would be exalted by the army that had rushed 
to his protection/* The Princes, on tliis i>ceaflion, took exception 
to the actions of the Comumnder^in-Chief w'ho tvlnspered in the 
King's ear in their presence. The General apoiogised with flat¬ 
tery to the Princes and the matter was dropped. On the 23ra 
the Emperor visited Salrmgafht w^hile an elepnant^ brouglit in by 
the landholders of Kalamiut ("?), was presented to him and sent 
to the royal stables. 

He again inspected Balimgaxh on the 28th and afterwards held 
a darixlrm the DhYilnd-*Amm. '' There was o great gathering of 
officers/' yakim Ahsanulkh Khrm demurre<i to one th^ 
Emperor's orders regarding the killing of cows during the /», 
and the Emperor cfoscd the audience in anger, ^le audience 
on the 30th was marked by a somewhat similar Incident. The 
son of NttW^^h MuliamniacI ilir M’lun was seated diiting the audi¬ 
ence j after Bahadur ^ah had left, Mir Saiyid 'Alt Hi an said to 
him r It is verj*' improper that you should remain seated whilst 
all other nobles stand, and you, too, must stand in futures ^^^d 
not take a seat, else it wdll not go well with you.'^ At the audi¬ 
ence of August 2iid the Emperor recited the following verses w^hich 
he had composed and sent to Bal^t ^un ,— 

' * May all the enemies of tlie Eaitli be killed to-day \ 

The Firiin^e be destroyed, root and bnuich I 
Celebrate the festival of the ^ Idn-Quildu by great Blaughter 
Put our enemies to the edge of the sword* slay, and spare 
notr 

I’lie same evening the officerB were attempting to raise the hopes 
of the Emperor, and exclaimed, by the help of Gotb we shall 
take the Ridge yet. At that moment a round shot from the Eng¬ 
lish entered Haliingarh and killed a eepoy/* 

On the 7th, while the Emperor w^as in the Sallmgaih Fort, 
he received news that the sepoys were coming to plunder the 
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Pahcc. Ho waA atBJiding in the [jorch of the gateway at the f^e 
and at that luonieat aome aepoya arrived iir search ot Ah^uulliili 
hi lull who was suspecteU of being in Jeague with the ctagliHU « 
ItaliAdur t^ah commanded iiasan ‘/Vii Sih^' suspected of 
treachery I to be hidden behind tlie throne in tlie throne foimi, 
while Ahsilnullah Hiau was to be taken to the " imderground place 
for w'orship,’'* and it was explained to the sepoys that he w*a9 not 
in the Palace. After some time they returned and demanded 
that he should be given up to tliem. This was refused at first, 
but the ^akim was eventually handed over to them and connneu 
in the room kept for the custody of the crown jewolfl/ 

On August 8th, the Beeam sent word to Bahadur ^5h that 
she, too, was suspected in being in league with the hngbsh, and 
she bad been warned that the sepoys mtended to plunder the 
l*a1ace. Hakim Alisilnullah l^an was released on the lOth and 
restored to favour. In an audience held on the 13tli the Lmperor 
objected to the wearing of pUtels in his iiresence. Op the istb 
three hundred sepoys, “ despairing of their pay and dishearten^ 
ut the result of the rebellion, brought in iheir fire arms and left 
the city through the Calcutta gate for theb own homes. 

The Kmperor held a council of war in the Safinigarh Fort on 
the 18th. On the Slst Bakht ^fin brought some elephants and 
horses for his inspection, and he went at once to the porch of the 
gate of the J’alace and selected eeventcen horaea. SallcijpiTh was 
visited the next day and the battery there ordered to hro a few 
rounds, Bahadur itali remarking that it was to ^ regretted tiiat 
instead of the tire of the English being silencetl, their batteries 
were getting nearer every day. The gunners repliw, I^o 
your Majesty; we are getting the better of them. On the 
the same battery was ordered to elevate their guns so as to r^cb 
the English camp. The heads of five Englishmen, killed at Indore, 
were breught before the King. Oenetal Bayit gian was aocuisctl 
by bis officers of negotiating with the English and ordcte were 
mued that he was not to be admitted to the Palace. Several 
foot soldiers attended the durbar and complained that no opium 
could be purchased in the bazar. 

On the 24th the Emperor visited Salinigarh where some exMva- 
tloufl for buried treasure were in progress. Nothing was, how¬ 
ever, found, save some small field pieces. The followmg day he 
went on the river iind watch eil the artillery tire directed on the 
English from the Fort. 


I Thin itlsM? nut jvl iiloulifiL'd. 
*To tbe north lU Iht iliwio.'i-’Aj*™ fitmrU 
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More rlft mu fifla wore made for pay b-y deputivtions of officers 
and Buhildiir Shah offered them some of the erowti jewels which 
they refused, saying that they were satisfied of liis vvillingnesa to 
give up his life and property to sustain them, 

On the Sl at of August the coat and shoes of the prophet Muhiim* 
mad were brought to the Palace from the Mosque of Nulub-u-lfin 

The daily darhar continued throughout the first half of Septem¬ 
ber. he jug generally tliionged by sepoys demanding their pay, or 
by the unfortunate inhabitants of the c5t}‘ who were being freely 
robbed. On September 4th, Sir Thomas Metcalfe’s house at the 
Qutb waa plundered and tbo property brought to the Kmperor. 
He was much displeHsed aa he had appointed servants for its aufo 
cufltoily.* The loctal Jewellers w'ete brought in a bwly to the I’alace 
on the 7th and were informed that 8 of rupees must Inj imme¬ 
diately forthcoming for the troops, wliilc on the foUoiving day the 
police proceedcil to collect three inoiitlis’ rent from all the inhabi¬ 
tants of the city. Much of the money intended for the tmips 
appears, about this time, to have lieen appropriated by the Priiuies. 
Reference is again made to BuhiUlur ^fili repuiriiig, during tliese 
days, to the “ underground mosque.” Several prcK'lainatioiis were 
issued that he would lead au attack in person against the hmglish 
and that all citiaeua, Lrres|)ective of caste, were to take the field. 

It was rumoured on the I4tb that tlie English would assault the 
city, and the Emperor temnined m his private apartinents. 1’hc 
assault, as is w’ell known, actually took place and was successful. 
The loth, 16th, 17th and I8th were spent in clearing the mutin- 
eeta out of the ground between the town walls and Palace, and 
in ahelling the latter and Salimgarh, which wa.s still occupied by 
the enemy. 

On the 19th Baklit Khiln represented to the Emperor that his 
only safety lay In (light, and begged him to accompany him and 
renew war in the open eountiy. Bahadur however, allowed 

the army to depart without ^ui and took refuge m the tomb of , 
ffuiuayrin. On the same day the Lahore gate of the Palace, which 
appeared to be deserted save for an occasional gun shot fired at 
the troops at the end of the (%indi ^auk, was blown m. The 
4th Punjab Infantry broke the chain of the inner gate by firing 
muskets close to it, and charged doAvn the vaulted paasage (the 
CAhatta Qhauk) mt-o the Palace. A single sentry peniainefl in the 
passage and fired at Lieutenant McQueen, but the bullet went 
through that officers’ helmet only. Shortly alter the Palace bad 


I WliotthDr bo tntoniicHJ to luk^i it fur lunuwlf or protect it uat uf ■ Irioitdly ftwUng 
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been cnteied from this side Lieutenant Aik man, \. C., also ^ 
itl’i Infantry, entered it from Sallingarh, again meeting R 
flentr>* onl? It was found to lie deserted save for some fanatics 
and wounied sepoys .vho were quickly dispos^ of. Headquarters 
were establiahed^in the Palace, whirh was Itcld by the fiOth Kifles 
rnTldre Kumaun battalion. Major Wilson’s personal guard 
dniwn from the Siriiiur Uurkliait, as a cumpliment to that gallant 
Si ent, On the 2Ust Lieutenant Ilodson captured the Lmi^ror 
Tfew miles sonth of the city, and on tlm followmg day two of his 
sons were taken at the tomb of llumriyim and aimimarily sliot. 
On the aiHt a royal salute was fired in honour of the capture of 
the citv, and on Sunday, the 27th, a thanks giving ^r^^ice was held 
in til/Diwan-i-Pas.^/The following 

Oelhi was brought to trial in the aamt- binldmg, and, after an 
iTiveatlfiation lasting forty days, he was convicted of having made 
Ur aliinst the British, with abetting rebellion, with pnxdaim- 
irnr hinisell the reigning sovereign of India, and with causing, or 
arZ-SeLoiy to.Vdeath of many Kiiropcans He was sen^ 
e^ed to he transported for life, and was sent to Rangoon where 
he died on Kovemoer 7th, 1802. 

“ General ” Bald it Khan was much sought for after the mutiny 
hut was never loimd or hca^i of. He does not ^ 

been killed He was an artillerv fi/tcdar of a faiiious field battery 

iTd hVa «rved with it at .lalalibad tm<l« 8.1a in tht «t.t Af^hn 

war. The battery had a mural crown as an honorary decoration 
on their guns, 

Archaeological work carried out in Delhi Fort, 

Previous to the year IflOS the historical hiiihlings of the Fort 
at Delhi ami their imniediiitc surroundings were in the moat neglect¬ 
ed and uns^itisfactory condition. Many of thorn were s<‘dly m 
need of repair, others were wnfid aa barrack rooms or stores, while 
the area in which they stowl was cut up by nua ere road.s, ami 
disfigured by iinsiehtly military buildings. Did levels were ol> 
litenrtcd, and the disheartened visitor to the former 1 ahme of 
the * Great Moghul ” wandered aimlessly about from building tn 
building. Seen^under these comUtiona, the place, lost mueli of its 
mtereat%nd it was impossible for the tojev,.suali^ 

its fonner condition. The aBsOf iations of the lort, its place m 
history and axcHiTAJCture dcmamled that something should 
and the anrdeus as they now stand, tegether with the conservation 
of the buildings in the area, are the ontemne of the 
suggested by the Director-General of Areheeology m 1902. These 
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suggestions embodied tlie acquisition from the military autiiorities 
of as much of the old urea formerly ocoupied Ijy the Palace as was 
{possible, BO that it might be enclosed and kept in a ntate of order¬ 
liness, and the buildings it contained securcil from further moleat- 
atioti or damUrOe. Tliis dune, the ground was f-o be reduced as 
far as was possible to Its old levels, the niodcrti buildings and roads 
removed, and the area was to be laid out iu lawns and shrubberies 
so that the buildings might be seen under more happy conditions. 

The tawms and shruhbenes were to represent respectively the 
position of former courtyards and buildings which bad been re¬ 
moved, but whose position was tniceable by the help of their buri¬ 
ed foundations and old plans. In the case of the northern portion 
of the area—the i^ayilt Bakhsh garden, where vestiges of the okl 
water channels and cause wavs were abundant, but buried under 
three feet of earth and rubblsli -the fact that the gardens wonhl 
be eventually used for occasions such as the Uoynl flarden Party 
held during the recent Durbar, necessitated more reconBtructive 
work, HO that the old charmels and fountains could be made to 
fulfil their former functiona. It must not be innigined that, small 
though the area may appear t;; ruanv, all this has been accom¬ 
plished with a sweep of the pen. Till 11H>8 work was going on 
slowly, ami its completion would have taken many more years 
had it not lieed that the Coronation Durbar created a demand 
that the building, which hari so many yeans before witnesse;} the 
aiinilar ceremonies of the " (Ireat iloghiil,” should be seen uiide>' 
more ideal conditions. 

The evacuatioD of the ground by the military authorities, tlic 
preparation of new buildings to take the place of those removed 
outaide the area, and the difficulties of irrigation owing to the 
danger of mosquitoes breeding in water standing in the gardens 
had aU to be arrauged for, before the scheme could be successfully 
brought to a conclusion. 

In 1904-05 excavations were made an a large scale in the Havnt 
Biijdyjj ganlen which kid bare the ancient tanks and water chan¬ 
nels. The extent of the large tank, of which the ^ifar iMahaJ is 
the central feature, was also determined. In lD05-0ft the work 
was continued, and a start waa made on the recon stniction of 
the old channels. Pragmeuts of the ornamental kerb and cause¬ 
ways were found bctw'een the tank and the '* Siiwan ” pa\'ilion, 
and from these, together with the okl plans, which showed the 
kirder, it was poasibb to carry out the work with certainty. The 
large central tank, built by ^abjahrm, appears to have been deep¬ 
ened, probably at the same time as the ^far Mahal was erected 
in its centre, and this had been done by building a parapet on 
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the top of the ornamentiii borcier. Had this parapet been added 
by the Jirltish the eourse would have been obvious, but it bore 
oluborate surroiiudings and was obviously iMujjha^ work, Aeeord- 
irij^iy it was felt that the truces of the punipeta existence sliould 
not be destroyed, and the missing portions of it have been there¬ 
fore restored so that the tank can be Elled up to the higher level. 

The parapet round the tank wtvs completed in IflOd-OT, while 
the construction of the four main causeways with their cl tunnels, 
pavements and ornaiucuUl beds was proceeded with. They were 
completed in 1007-08, and during the excavation traces of sub- 
aidiory channels were discovered, dividing each quarter of the 
garden into four equal squares. The clearance of the entire site 
wua not attempted until litU8-00, tiicro being difficulties in linding 
a place to dump the spoil earth taken from the works. Further 
excavations revealed a pathu'ay on the east side of the garden 
conneoting tlie north and soutli pathways. Fart of this only was 
repaired at lirst, the remainder Iwlng completed w’hen the battery 
ami military road to it on the east terrace were removed in loil 
It was a pity that the site could not be lowered to its original level 
in the first instance, as the sides of the channels, after they were 
dug out, wore found to be in a kacheha condition and needing con¬ 
siderable repairs. In the sum m er of 1008, a conrerence was held 
at Simla at Tvhich the Director-tieneral of Archieology and repre¬ 
sentative military authorities were present, and among other im¬ 
portant points, it was decided that the tank and channels of the 
Hayut I3a]ffi|^ garden could be iTlled between i.st Decetiiber and 
31st March,^ servants’ quarters within the archapologietd urea 
demolished, and that the Natibai ^ana, the Shah Burj and the 
j\Iuintai; lilahal could ho Included in the area. 

In 100^-10 substantial progress was made in the work on the 
gardens, and the iron railings round the area were practically com¬ 
plete. The main entrance to the garden was fixed through the 
Maubat Ij^ana, thereby reviving the old Mugjisl custom; for it 
was at this point that all visitors to the court descended from 
their palanquins or elephants and approached the lloyal preseiue 
on foot; while one private entrance was provideti to the soiitli 
of the Diwan-i-Anim and a special military entrance near the 
l^ah Burj, so that access could \k giiined to the batterj- on the 
cast terrace. In the Hayat Baldi^ garden tiie work on the minor 
intersecting causeways with their water channels had been com¬ 
pleted, and the whole of the area of this garden had been lowered 
to ita original level and Jrease'l ready for grass, At the end or 
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the year the work on the water supply which now irngntes the 
»Mo“lZ IZ »ell in h».d, The ,v.ter is “ 

nhi welis, one of which is outSKle the ™ by 

into reinforced concrete tanks behind the lihudon pavili , y 
means of two electriciilly driven pumps. 

The buildinpa within the area have, smco 

BSJSx^BSfSErsiri 

"“'r.Xu "he .ee «r.«e.l and planted. 

SS3SSH 

's ‘zX£sl 

b>nk. probably designed on lie '“"'M'"^ nJS 'the 
Irm^ined of the huildins. have been carefully preserved It has 

:nTeS::^nr£k: rbir»o"^^^ 

ing been screened on occaaion from the sun by a irA«f»ti/aao (a 

marble liasin, originally belonging to thc^Fort, hut which 
had ftSit. way bto the Qiieen's gardeua in the city (aee page 
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18) was brought back and has been placed in the centre of the 
little platfonn in this tank. Old pictures clearly show this baain 
placed m front of the Hang Mahal, but how far from it is diffi- 
cult to judge; it has consequently been placed here as being as 
near Its old position as could be determined with accuracy. 

The patlis have been laid down so as to follow as far as possible 
^ejr old lines. The inner and outer courts in front of the Dlwan-t- 
are represented by lawns and the buildings between them 
Y composed of fi^a hedges, backed by banka of 

Acakphan and l}iirmita, while behind these again are taller shrubs 
such as Mumjf Hamdia, Bougmimllea (the compact variety), 
//ihwcus, Tecoma, etc. It should be added that in trenching for 
these shrubberies the foundations of the old buildings were found 
aa expected in almost) every case. 

Grass courts have aimiiarly been formed in front of tie Diwin- 
i*Ainiu and MuintSa Mahal. In the case of tie first, the old 
courtyard that formerly existed in front of it, and which witnessed 
the daily dnrbdr of tie Emperor, was linetl at either aide by ddfuTiS 
or colonnades, as at Agra. All traces of these liad vanished and 
a military road ran between the Naubat Wirma and the Diwan-i- 
Aiiim. The old colonnades are now represented by a screen of 
ffrettilieas and conifers. The line of greiilleasUi the north of the 
central pathway occupie.s almost the same pr^ltion as the old 
colonnade, but that to the south is unavoidably oearer to the 
central pathway owing, ns haa already been said, to its being 
impossible to remove the military- road which runs outside tbo 
new railing. 

Another s^bbery runs due north and south from the end* of 
the Dj‘wfln-i-‘Amm and represents the buildings seen starring from 
the ends of the Diwiln-i-'Amm in the old pictures and plans. TJiese 
buildings screened off the private preemets of the Palace from the 
public eye. 

The gr^ coiut in front of the Mumtaz Mahal is not reduced 
to its original level as yet, and it will be seen that the plinth of 
this building is still partially hidden. The fragments of a marble 
tank were found in front of it through which a water pipe had 
UJiforttmately been laid. When this portion of the garden is dealt 
with, it may be possible to do something to e.vpoM the tank in 
question between the Rang Mahal and the .Miimtflz Mahal. Trench¬ 
ing revealed and underground drain leading to a doonvay in the 
outer wall of the Fort [see page 7), which had apparently been 
brickeil up by Mu^al builders themselves. 

The other portion of the garden that stilt remained to be put 
* in order at the end of 1010 was the oast terrace of the Hayat Ea khyh 
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garden. Tlii^ is railed some feet above the level of tlie remainder 
of the garden. There were biiildiiigs on it formerly and it was 
found ttat a retaining wall ran along its weatern face. The back¬ 
ing of thia was found aud lias been preserved by Mughal brick 
facing with recessed pointing. This wall ran from the north wall 
of the Humnmm to the ^fili Hurj* but jfc was inipossihlet at first, 
to continue ita alignment owing to the presence of the gun battery 
and military road whirli fpive access to it. The removal of the 
battery has brought to light traces of the pavilion^ the iloti Maliult 
that formerlv existed here, which is now represented by the large 
recta ngular clump of shrub her)'. 

Since 1913 the principal work tliat has been carried out in the 
Fort has been in connection with the improvement of the Hay at 
Bakhsh garden and the completion of the restore^l wjiter-channel 
Hiul causew^ays therein; while copper-plated doors of appropriate 
design were afhxed to the openings in the Hka^ Mahal which had 
been fitted up in the .Mugfia] manner to enable the visitor to visua¬ 
lise the interior appointments of the pericxi. 

Thu outline of the water-channel named the A'lihr-i-Bihi^t 
(Streain of FaradUe) disclosed during the c.x:cHVations in 1910 hiis 
since been represental flower l>eils. In front of the Hira Mahal 
was also found a shallow basin with a channel IcHding westward, 
evidently to connect up with the min or channel of the Hay at 
Ba klidj f^irden w^hich mna into the path near this point: from the 
character of the W'ork it appeared to lie of the late .Vfti^al period. 
The Nahr i-Bihi&ht was provided with founteLus at frequent inter¬ 
vals and the copper pipes of several of these were found. After 
psissiog along the east ternico in the tnunner ilescribed, the water 
entered the channel in the llamiiiilm and so pjissed on along the 
outer rniige of buildings to the Bang MulniL 

The new water installation algo calls for coniniezit. This, be¬ 
sides providing for the irrigation of the garden and shruljberies;, 
enables the channels of the Hay at Ba^sh garden and the Zafar 
Mahal tank to be filleih It also provides for the working of the 
fountains in the Zafar Mahal tank and in the main channels run¬ 
ning from the Sawan to the Bhadon pavilions, and for the 
cascades in these two Jagt and in the Burj. The marble 

channel from the Ham mam to the south en<l of the Bang Mahal 
can alsf» he provided with water, as formerly, while a fountain 
jet has Wn Ji.xed in the marble basm in front of the Hang Mal.al 

The amount of water required to operate the fountuins and 
cascades and at the s^irue time to fill the tanks and channels is verj' 
cunsidemble, and continuous pumping for about two weekfi is neces¬ 
sary. The militiify authorities at present object to the water 
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stanfling in the garden and clianneJs unless covered with kcrosiDu 
to prevent the breeding of mosquitoes. This consideration also 
forbade the disposal of the water on the ground below the Fort 
and n, scheme has accordingly been prepared by which the water 
can be raised into the tanks again and so re-used. However, the 
removal of certiiin of the military barracks to the immediate west 
of the yayilt Bakhsh iiurdcn has been hinted at^ so it is hoped that 
these djflicultics may be eventually overcome and that the foun¬ 
tains and tanks mav he periuanently provided with water during 
the cold season antf not for important ccremoinal occasions only, 
os at present. The additional charm the sheets of water give to 
the buildings and gardens cannot be over-estimated. 

The removal of the barracks to the west of the ^ayilt Ba ldiiA 
gartlen would also enable its western portion to he completed, 
together witli the Mahtilb a work which would greatly en¬ 

hance the charm of the Fort The acquisition of the strip of ground 
between the Mumt^t hLdial and the Asad £urj W also been sug¬ 
gested to the anthoritics, so that the whole of the east terrace of 
the Fort, from north to south, may be open to visitors. 

The accompanying table shows the amount spent annually on 
repairs and improvements to the Fort, aiuce 1SS3-&4:— 
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